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Welcome to the 18th Annual Escalante
Canyons Art Festival–Everett Ruess Days!
It’s September in Escalante when afternoon clouds are rolling in and
out, sunlight slants on shimmering cottonwood trees, and colors are
changing along the river. Artists and visitors from all over come to
town to celebrate art and the beauty of the Escalante Canyons and surrounding parks and public lands.
The festival is a two-week-long volunteer-supported community
event that brings neighbors and former residents, friends from near
and far, and artists from all over the country, together for a week of
celebration.
The festival is the premier event in the area and prides itself on
showcasing working artists. We hope you enjoy many of the opportunities it provides. Artists set up easels and paint throughout the region—
in Escalante and neighboring towns and counties. Instructors lead fun
and informative workshops and hands-on art activities. The festival
programming also includes an array of plein air activities, exhibits,
demonstrations, guided natural and cultural history hikes, artisans selling their creations, and live entertainment.
Thank you for being here and being a part of the 2022 Escalante
Canyons Art Festival. Please enjoy the festival and come back and visit
us soon!
2022 Escalante Canyons Art Festival Committee
Co-Director (Programming, Marketing, Website): Allysia Angus
Co-Director (Finances & Vendors): Karin Simmons
Plein Air: Ruthanne Oliver/Lois Mulcahy
Art Programming: Ruthanne Oliver/Lisa Hartman
Entertainment: Amber Hughes
Volunteers: Pam Chambers
Roving Talks: Marvin Contreras
Facilities: Jacob Croft/Howard Hutchinson
Retail Sales: Marian Casse
Photography: Matt How
Program and advertising design: Sandy Bell

Plein Air Events
Artists Meet & Greet

Saturday, September 17, 6–8pm
Escalante Town Park Pavilion
Open to registered artists, patrons, and
volunteers
Join the festival committee and registered artists
at this welcome reception in the park where the
food is provided by community businesses and
individuals. A great place to see old friends and
make new ones.

Plein Air Quick Draw

Friday, September 23, 2–5pm
Around Escalante Town Park
Wander around Escalante Town Park to watch
registered artists paint their subject of choice. Pick
up a ballot in the Plein Air Exhibit Tent to vote
for Best Quick Draw. Artwork to be displayed and
for sale on Saturday, September 24 inside Exhibit
Tent.

Overflow Art Sales Tent

Friday–Saturday, September 23–24,
10am–6pm
Escalante Town Park

As many artists create more paintings during festival week than can be entered into the competition, an overflow art sales tent is set up. Artworks
displayed and sold from this tent are constantly
changing, so stop by for that piece that has to go
home with you.

Festival Finale Breakfast
& Art Sale

Sunday, September 25, 9–11am
Escalante Outfitters

This no-host breakfast at the close of the festival is
the last opportunity to purchase art from festival
artists.
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Arts & Crafts Fair
Friday–Saturday, September 23–24,
10am–6pm, Escalante Town Park

Artisans, artists, crafters, and food vendors
from around the region come to Escalante each
year to share their unique products with festival
attendees. The Arts & Crafts Fair is great for finding regionally made items that have a story to tell
about the area and those who live and work here.
Jewelry, ceramics, photography, wooden crafts,
fiber goods and an array of items can be found.

Local & Vendor Goods & Services
Silent Auction

Friday, September 23, 10am–6pm and
Saturday, September 24, 10am–3pm, with
bidding closing at 3pm
Escalante Town Park Information Tent
Plan to stop by the Silent Auction that features
goods and services from local area businesses and
festival vendors to bid on items to help support
festival programming. You never know what great
items and fun services you might find to bid on.
Be sure to bid often and generously!
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Exhibits

10 Years—Grand Staircase–
Escalante National Monument
Artist-in-Residence Exhibit
Open daily 9am–4pm, closed Wednesdays
Escalante Interagency Visitor Center
Stop by the Escalante Interagency Visitor Center
to see ten years of plein air paintings created
by the Monument’s Artists-in-Residence across
the years. The AiR Program is also supported by
Escalante Canyons Art Festival and Glen Canyon
Conservancy.

Artist-in-Residence Exhibit:
Claire Giordano

Friday–Saturday, September 23–24,
10am–6pm, Escalante Town Park
Claire Giordano is an environmental artist,
writer, and educator creatively telling the stories
of science, climate change, and the modern
experience of nature. From creating rain-dappled
sketches in an old growth forest to filming a watercolor class beside a glacier, careful observation
of nature inspires her goal to connect people and
place through art.
In 2021 Giordano founded the Adventure Art
Academy—a series of virtual watercolor classes
filmed outside—to invite others into the joy of
painting outside.

Featured Artist: Irit Read

Friday–Saturday, September 23–24,
10am–6pm, Escalante Town Park
Irit Read was born in Jerusalem, Israel. She
immigrated to the US in the 80s and discovered
and fell in love with the Southwest in 2006. She
kept returning twice yearly to photograph the
Southwest until 2010 when eye surgeries left her
legally blind, ending her independent travels. In
the fall of 2014 she moved to Escalante.
Inspired by local and visiting artists, especially
during the annual Escalante Art Festival, Irit
started painting—initially using watercolors and
pastels, later adding oils and acrylics.
Early paintings were met with polite comments.
Yet at the 2018 Festival, displaying her work for
the first time, she sold most of her paintings.
Since then, she has been invited annually to
show her work at the Anasazi Museum State Park
and the Red Canyon Visitor Center. She also had
two shows in 2019 and 2021, at the Serenidad
Gallery. Her originals, cards, and prints are available at various businesses along Highways 12, 89,
and 24.

Plein Air Exhibit & Art Sale

Friday–Saturday, September 23–24,
10am–6pm, Escalante Town Park

The Plein Air Exhibit is the highlight of the festival
and showcases all art submitted for the Plein Air
Competitions. The show typically includes more
than 200 entries in oil, pastel, watercolor, and
other mixed media that have been produced during the days leading up to the show by registered
artists of all levels of experience. The exhibit is a
great venue for purchasing art and seeing how the
region’s rural and natural landscapes have been
interpreted and captured on canvas or paper by
artists from near and far. Artwork is available for
direct sale.

Quilt Exhibit

Friday–Saturday, September 23–24,
10am–4pm, People’s Exchange

Every quilt has a story. Visit the Quilt Exhibition
and enjoy the art, workmanship, and history of
these beautiful quilts.
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Open Studios

Serenidad Gallery
Wednesday–Thursday, September 21–22,
10am–6pm
170 South 100 West
Watercolors of the surrounding area by Harriet
Priska. The gallery also features Navajo and
antique jewelry, local rocks, pioneer soap, books
about the West, and antiques.

Sculptured Furniture/Primitive
Pottery Gallery
Saturday, September 24, 11am–noon
1540 W. Hwy. 12 opposite milepost 58
David and Brigitte Delthony moved to
Escalante in 1996 from Berlin, Germany. David’s
sculptured furniture echoes the organic forms of
red rock country while Brigitte’s primitive pottery
is inspired by prehistoric cultures of the Colorado
Plateau. After
recent trips to Sri
Lanka, Brigitte
has also resumed
painting.
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Friends in Art Collective
Featuring the Work of:
DeLee Grant, Bonnie Griffith, Chris
Haycock, Rae Ellen Lee, Sue Martin,
Ruthanne Oliver, & Jill Simkins
Saturday, September 24, 10am–1pm
745 West 500 South

Workshops
Please visit escalantecanyonsartfestival.org
for more information and to register for
workshops.

Carol Bold

Reduction Linocut
Tuesday–Wednesday, September 13–14,
9am–4pm
Escalante Town Park Pavilion
Cost: $250 includes materials. Minimum of
4, maximum of 8, beginner to intermediate
In this two-day workshop Carol will show you
how to design, carve and print a multi-layered
reduction print. She will guide you through how to
design and prepare your image for the reduction
process. You will learn how to transfer your design
and techniques for proper linoleum block carving.
And finally, you will learn registration methods for
lining up each print and tips for effective inking
and hand printing.
Over the course of the two-day workshop,
participants will create at least one small edition
of 3-layer reduction prints and gain knowledge and
experience to create their own new works at home.
Carol Bold is a painter and printmaker based
in St. George, UT. She has exhibited her work in
numerous shows and galleries throughout Southern Utah, California, Nevada and Maryland, and
has received continued recognition and awards for
her work throughout the Southwest. In 2015, she
received Best of Show at the Escalante Canyons
Art Festival in the Oil/Acrylic category. When
not in her studio, Carol spends her time hiking,
exploring, camping with her family and drawing
inspiration from the vast
and beautiful landscape
that surrounds her. To
see more of Carol’s work,
please visit carolbold.
com.

Sue Tyler

Make It Wild in Mixed Media
Thursday, September 15, 9am–3pm
Friday, September 16, 9am–noon
Escalante Town Park Pavilion
Cost: $160. Minimum of 5, maximum of 12,
all ability levels

Experience creating beautiful, unique landscapes
in mixed media with artist Sue Tyler as your guide.
Sue demonstrates ways to use acrylics and other
water-based products in order to design an expressive, colorful landscape on wood blocks. Students
first observe and explore basic forms of the landscape through drawing exercises. Students then
prepare the wood surface and layer transparent
fluid acrylic colors and other products to create a
unique landscape. Sue encourages experimentation and careful thought to encourage a loose,
abstract style. Whether painting “plein air” or in
the studio, students can gain a new perspective.
Come and join the fun.
This creative approach aims to energize each
student’s style, regardless of ability level. The
amazing results are the bonus.
Sue Tyler draws inspiration from images of
the West. An Idaho native, Sue has lived, painted
and taught in the shadows of the Teton mountains for four decades. A respected and dedicated
teacher-artist for over 25 years, Sue is known for
her expressive watercolors, acrylics (plein air and
studio), and mixed media work. In 2013 Sue left
her teaching career to paint full time. As Sue continues to paint throughout the West, she has won
several event competitions for her work, an artist
residency in Alaska, and selections in national
juried shows. For more info about Sue and her
work, visit suetyler.com.
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Workshops
Please visit escalantecanyonsartfestival.org
for more information and to register for
workshops.

Bonnie Griffith
Plein Air Primer
Saturday–Sunday, September 17–18,
9am–3pm
Meet at Escalante Town Park Pavilion
Cost: $165. Minimum of 6, maximum of 15,
all ability levels
Learn the basics or enhance your skills for stressfree Plein Air painting adventures. From packing
of supplies to setup and continuing to the basics
for a successful painting, participants will gain
insight into the (sometimes daunting) process of
Plein Air painting. Learn what Bonnie has found
to create successful paintings in the medium of
your choice. It’s all about the basics: choosing a
location, thumbnail and Notan sketches, composition, and more. The workshop aims to make the
plein air experience fun and accommodating to
participants’ physical needs. Daily demos, notes
and reference material will be provided.
Bonnie Griffith is an artist of the western
landscape, working in oils and pastels. The rich
pigments of pastel and oil allows her to create
paintings that have the brilliance and the bold
color we see in the West giving her unlimited
options to create the images representational
of the colors, depth and texture inherent in this
physical earth. Working out of
her Crooked Creek Art Studio in
southwestern Idaho and painting
plein air throughout the western
US she teaches workshops in
plein air painting, pastels, and
multimedia techniques.
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Margie Lopez Read
Knowing Escalante Patterns
Monday–Tuesday, September 19–20,
10am–noon
Grand Staircase Escalante Partners Office
Cost: $125 includes materials. Maximum of
15, all ability levels and ages
With this workshop we will explore the value of
‘knowing’ your subject matter as a means to
improve the quality of your art. This includes
involving more than visual observation of the subject, and needs to include all your senses—touch,
smell, and an understanding of how the subject
came to look as it does.
OPTIONAL: The afternoon of the first day is
time that can be used to explore outdoors and
search for different objects in Escalante. Look
for similar types of patterns, even if they are very
different things. Sketch or paint your discoveries.
We can do this together as a group, or explore
individually, as desired.
The goal of this workshop is not to send you
home with a nice painting. Rather, the intent is to
provide you with a greater understanding of what
you are seeing so that you can push the pigments
around canvas or paper accordingly.
Margie Lopez Read is a retired scientist and a
self-built artist specializing in oil and pastel media,
both studio and plein air. She uses art to generate
funds for non-profit organizations through a project she calls ‘Donation Art’. She is a firm believer
that everybody can make art and promotes the
value of individuals finding their own measures of
artistic success.
She recently has begun to conduct some free
art workshops on “Patterns In Nature” which
explores the beautiful
designs that nature creates
following basic laws of physics and species survival. For
more info about Read and
her work, please see the
following sites: margies-art.
com and on Facebook:
Donation Art.

Sue Martin

Simplifying Nature in Oil and Cold Wax
Wednesday, September 21, 9am–4pm
Thursday, September 22, 9am–noon
Escalante Heritage Center
Cost: $200. Minimum of 4, maximum of 10,
all ability levels
Sue will help you see the landscape as overlapping
shapes, values, patterns, and color. After identifying the essence of the scene before you, she will
show you how to build up layers of oil paint and
cold wax medium using credit cards, silicon tools,
or bowl scrapers. Through layering and scraping
into layers, you’ll create depth, patterns, texture,
and color that expresses your unique impression
of the landscape. You’ll experience the joys (and
the pitfalls) of using oil and cold wax outdoors.
You’ll leave with valuable tips for using this
medium in the studio, and protecting finished
paintings.
Sue Martin has worked with watercolor, mixed
media, acrylic, and oils. Currently, her favorite
medium is oil combined with cold wax medium.
Her painting process allows her to play with layers
of shapes, color, line, texture and other design elements while capturing the essence of her subject,
whether landscape, still life, or figure. Sue looks
forward to spring when nature beckons, “Come
paint me.” She finds instruction and inspiration in
nature’s land forms, color relationships, and patterns. For more info about Martin and her work,
please see the following sites: SueMartinFineArt.
com and @suemartinartist.

Tera and Jaynie Connor

Barn Quilts Made Simple
Friday, September 23, 1–5pm
Escalante Town Park Hands on Art Tent
Cost: $75 includes materials. Maximum of 10

In this afternoon session join Tera and Jaynie
Connor for an easy and fun barn quilt workshop.
Sign up for hands-on experience in creating your
very own 2’x2’ hand-painted barn quilt! This class
is perfect for any skill level and offers a large
variety of colors for you to choose from. You will
be provided with all the materials you will need to
complete a beautiful barn quilt to hang on your
porch or your barn . . . if you have one.
The following items will be provided:
– 2’x2’ square primed and ready to be painted
with a penciled-out pattern drawn out for you for
the sake of time
– A vast selection of exterior paint colors
– Paint brushes
– Painters tape
– Exacto knife for cutting tape
– Ruler
Tera and Jaynie Connor are a motherdaughter team that loves to sew, create and most
of all make the world a better, more colorful
place. Tera and Jaynie are the creators of the new
Garfield County Barn Quilt Trail.
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Hands on Art
Please visit escalantecanyonsartfestival.org
for more information and to RSVP for Hands
on Art programs.

Claire Giordano
Capturing Memories in Watercolor & Ink
Saturday, September 17, 4–7pm
Meet at Escalante Town Park Pavilion
Cost: $25. Maximum of 15. Bring water,
snacks, sunglasses, sunscreen, and a hat.
Join 2022 GSENM Artist-in-Residence, Claire
Giordano, to experience the joy of combining ink
sketches and watercolor as a way to record your
explorations in nature. Claire first started creating
her distinctive “memory pages”—a combination of nature journaling, mini paintings, color
swatches, and candid notes—over five years ago,
and they quickly became her favorite painting
practice. It is a wonderful way of interacting with
place whether on the trail or at home enjoying
photos of a recent adventure. She will share her
approach to creating quick sketches, page layout,
and experimenting with color to quickly record
what is experienced, seen, and felt while on a walk
in the Monument.
Claire is an environmental artist, writer, and
educator creatively telling the stories of science,
climate change, and the modern experience of
nature. See page 11 at right for more about Claire.
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Creatively Exploring a Shared Landscape
Sunday, September 18, 4:30–7:30pm
Meet at Escalante Town Park Pavilion
Cost: $15. Maximum of 15. Bring water,
snacks, sunglasses, sunscreen, and a hat.

Claire Giordano

Wabi-Sabi Nature Journal
Sunday, September 18, 2–4pm
Escalante Town Park Pavilion
Cost: $25 for adults. Minimum of 4,
maximum of 12

Lisa Hartman

Let’s Journal! Let’s create a wabi-sabi nature journal bound with a long-stitch that you can write,
draw, paint, and collage fleeting moments of pure
joy, your dreams, and aspirations. Wabi-sabi is the
view or thought of finding beauty in every aspect
of imperfection in nature. A handmade journal
will be imperfect. So let your journal conjure your
muse. Join Lisa, a lover of books arts, to celebrate
the artist book! You will learn the language and
structure of a simple and elegant handmade book
using beautiful papers, glue and thread.
Lisa Hartman loves making art and sharing
her knowledge with you. Artist books have been
her passion since 2015 when she took a book arts
class offered at a community college. She became
involved with San Diego Book Arts, her local book
arts organization. She continues her education
with in-person and online classes to advance her
skills. There is something magical about holding
an artist book. It is like taking art off a wall or a
pedestal and cupping it in your hands.

Join 2022 GSENM Artist-in-Residence, Claire
Giordano, for a short hike in the Monument
followed by the creation of large collaborative
artwork. This program will be a combination of
thoughtful wandering, conversation, and hands-on
documentation of experience and place. The goal
is to engage participants around the theme of
“observations of change”; with no qualifiers or
limitations on what that “change” is and to record
these observations on a large canvas, creating a
visual record of the ideas and feelings of those
present.
Claire Giordano is an environmental artist,
writer, and educator creatively telling the stories
of science, climate change, and the modern
experience of nature. From creating rain-dappled
sketches in an old growth forest to filming a watercolor class beside a glacier, careful observation
of nature inspires her goal to connect people and
place through art. In 2021 she founded the Adventure Art Academy—a series of virtual watercolor
classes filmed outside—to invite others into the
joy of painting outside. She has served as artist in
residence at several national parks, most recently
at Crater Lake and Petrified Forest National Parks.
Learn more about her work at claireswanderings.
com.

Carol Johansen

Desert Acrylic Pour
Thursday, September 22, 5:30–7pm
Escalante Town Park Hands on Art Tent
Cost: $20. Maximum of 15

With just the squeeze of squirt bottles, create
colorful stunning abstract masterpieces of the
Grand Staircase–Escalante in the coolest evening
shadows or blistering warmth.
No experience necessary. Any age, any ability.
Small, medium, large, you choose your canvas
size. Success is guaranteed!! Just watch the colors
emerge and swirl on the surfaces for unpredictable
results. You are going to love it!
Carol Johansen captures the spirit and beauty
of the wide open spaces in the West, making original vibrant one of a kind oil paintings. See more of
her work at caroljohansen.com.
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Hands on Art
Please visit escalantecanyonsartfestival.org
for more information and to RSVP for Hands
on Art programs.

Bonnie Griffith
Pastel Painting
Friday, September 23, 10am–noon
Escalante Town Park Hands on Art Tent
Cost: $25. Maximum of 20
A landscape
pastel painting
will come to life
with the use of
this vibrant dry
medium as you
paint along with
Bonnie to create
your own masterpiece. Learn the
basics or perfect
your skills using
this medium in
this class. You
will learn about
doing an underpainting to create depth and interest in your piece, followed by layers of pastels that
bring your painting to life. Come prepared to have
fun! Pastel paper and the use of pastels will be
provided (if you have your own set of professional
grade pastels, bring them).
Bonnie Griffith’s love of the landscape
prompts her to paint it, and she looks for a story
to tell when she paints. Her goal is to create art
into which the viewer can step into, find and
experience their own story. If that happens, then
she has done her job. Although she works out
of Crooked Creek Art Studio in southwestern
Idaho, plein air painting leads her across the
western US. These journeys also allow her to
share her knowledge of pastel and multimedia
in workshops, offered both on location and in
her studio. For more info
about Griffith and her work,
please see the following sites:
www.bonniegriffith.com,
Instagram:@Bonniezahngriffith
and Facebook: Bonnie Griffith
Landscape Artist.
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Loretta Domaszewski
Watercolor: Light, Depth, and Space with
Lyrical Brushstrokes
Saturday, September 24, 9:30–11:30am
Escalante Town Park Hands on Art Tent
Cost: $25. Minimum of 6, maximum of 20
Learn to recreate nature’s elements in a lyrical
expressive way with watercolor. Develop layered
patterns of unique brushstrokes and mark making
that emphasize light, depth, and space. Find the
abstraction that comes with experimentation of
color, texture, and personal mark making. Join in
with painters of all levels that wish to explore and
break away from the conventional. A technique
that can be implemented in future oil or acrylic
paintings.
Loretta Domaszewski paints to create visual
poetry with a deep connection to the earth as
a living body. Spirit of Place is the inspiration
for exploring the concept of the journey, the
pathway, the personal quest. The physicality of
it, the shape and curves, the way light travels
through the water, the arc of the valley, the form
and movement of the land, the patterns of a
current. She speaks a universal language. Loretta
is an award-winning contemporary artist from
Montana exhibiting nationally in galleries and
museums, teaching all ages and levels for over 40
years, including an Annual
Plein Air Retreat at Ghost
Ranch, NM. For more info
about Loretta and her work,
please visit the following: lorettafineart.com,
and Loretta Fine Art on
Instagram, Facebook and
YouTube.

Altered Paint Brushes: Good Brushes
Gone Bad!
Saturday, September 24, 2:30–4:30pm
Escalante Town Park Hands on Art Tent
Cost: $25. Maximum of 20

Bonnie Griffith
Remade and Recycled Art: Cut Paper Collage
Saturday, September 24, noon–2pm
Escalante Town Park Hands on Art Tent
Cost: $15 for adults and $10 for kids (15 and
under). Maximum of 20

Come have some fun and learn how to create a
basic altered paint brush, turning it into a selfportrait or whimsical character. Using old (or new)
two-, three- or four-inch wide paint brushes, acrylic
paints will be applied to the handle and bristles to
create these fun pieces of art. Let your imagination be your guide as you take the first steps into
this endless art form. Some basic embellishments
will be available to enhance your brush face. The
brushes provided will be gessoed and ready to
paint.
Bonnie Griffith’s love of the landscape
prompts her to paint it, and she looks for a story
to tell when she paints. See more about Bonnie on
page 12.

Phoenix Bunke

Collage is an art form that’s easy to get into no
matter what your skill level, and it’s a way of
reusing things that might otherwise end up in the
trash. Join Phoenix to try your hand at cut paper
collage—no experience required! Create new
meanings from old images and get inspired by
the shapes and colors of the natural landscape,
what you find in your materials, and the creativity of those around you. Participants will collage
the cover of a blank notebook. Plenty of collage
materials (including scissors and notebooks)
will be provided. Please feel free to bring scissors
and images as well. Adults and children welcome—anyone who is able to use scissors without
supervision.
Phoenix Bunke
is a freelance editor,
barista, van driver,
soup maker, writer
and artist based in
Boulder, Utah. She
does a little bit of
everything in the free
time she doesn’t
actually have: analog
and digital collage,
drawing, comics,
poetry, songwriting.
For more info see
Instagram: torn_
and_remade.
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Demonstrations

Michael Keyes
Woodcut Printmaking—The Process
Thursday, September 15, 4–5:30pm
Escalante Town Park Pavilion
This demonstration will reveal the process of
woodcut printmaking, from transfer of design
to woodblock to the carving of the block, to the
printing of the block onto paper with a technique
of rubbing, avoiding the
need for a printing press.
Michael Keyes is a
woodcut printmaker and
oil painter, and received
his Bachelor of Fine
Arts (BFA) Degree from
Wright State University
in Dayton, Ohio, and
a Master of Fine Arts
(MFA) Degree from Ohio
State University in Columbus, Ohio. His areas of
specialty are drawing, painting, and printmaking.
He uses pencil drawing as the “entry activity” and
basis for painting and printmaking. He enjoys the
tactile sensation of carving blocks of wood, and
developing the dramatic starkness of imagery in
the prints made from them. The woodcut prints
range from black-and-white, colored multi-block,
and hand-colored prints. The subject matter of the
prints includes landscapes, rural and urban scenes
and events, domestic still life scenes, and athletes
in action. Michael is a member and printmaking
instructor at Park Hill Art Club and Art Students
League of Denver, and is a member of Aurora Artists Guild, and Red Delicious Press, the printmaking cooperative in Aurora, Colorado, Cultural Arts
District. Visit Michael’s website to see more of his
work at michaelkeyesarts.artspan.com.
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DeLee Grant
Linework, Spatters, and Swirls
Saturday, September 17, 9–11am
Escalante Town Park Pavilion
Watercolor, gouache and India ink go together
beautifully! DeLee will demo how these mediums
interact with one another to produce of variety of
amazing effects and styles. Line work, splatters
and swirls created with India ink and combined
with watercolor or gouache can produce some
interesting and creative results. These combos are
easy and besides that, it is a lot of fun!
DeLee Grant is an award-winning Canadian
artist who reveals her deep appreciation of nature
through her paintings. Although she paints in
many mediums, she is drawn to oil to best support her love of Plein Air (painting outdoors). She
hikes trails, hillsides, and far away places with
paints and canvas in tow while looking for the perfect spot that captures her attention. She loves to
experiment with other mediums including acrylic,
gouache, watercolor and mixed media. Although
landscapes are a favorite subject, she also enjoys
painting florals, birds and animals. She loves to
teach painting and share what she has learned
with others. Her paintings can be found in many
private collections throughout Canada and the
US as well as public
collections. She is a
member of the Regina
Art Collective (RAC)
and represented by
the Lobby Gallery in
Regina, Saskatchewan,
Canada. For more info
about DeLee and her
work, see deleegrant.
com.

Chi E Shenam Westin

Painting on Copper: Making Paintings with
Depth and Luminosity
Monday, September 19, 9–11am
Escalante Heritage Center
First, Chi will demonstrate how to prep the
copper for painting. Then he will go through the
techniques that it takes to do a plein air painting
on copper, including composition and layering of
color. He will demonstrate certain techniques that
are unique to super smooth surfaces that allow
the copper to show through.
Chi E Shenam is an oil painter who works
both Plein Air and studio painting. He studied
art at Boise State University and with master
artists including Frank Covino, Albert Hendel
and Fred Choate. Landscapes are his preferred
subjects—painting in parks and on public lands
in and around Boise. He also travels across the
intermountain west painting the vast landscapes
and open spaces. Painting on copper, he has
found, gives the painting a deep warmth and
luminosity that is difficult to do on canvas. He
paints with thin paint in many layers so there is a
depth of color that also allows for the copper to
shine through.
For more info about Chi and his work, please
see his website: chieshenam.com.

Bonnie Griffith

WAX! The Art of Encaustic
Monday, September 19, 1–3pm
Escalante Town Park Pavilion

Encaustic painting uses melted beeswax and
damar resin along with colored pigments to create
works of art. The wax is heated to about 93C and
is brushed or poured onto a prepared surface such
as wood or special encaustic surface. The wax can
be mixed with pigment or applied over the top of
pigment. Multiple layers are applied with fusing
(heating the wax in-between each layer) resulting
in a dimensional appearing work. Other materials
such as paper or three dimensional objects can
be “encased” in the painting and fused between
layers of wax or mounted to the top layer of the
project. The wax can be carved into to create
textures and highlight focal points of the painting.
Encaustic art is one of the oldest art forms having
dates of found works of around 100–300 AD of
Egyptian origin.
As an artist of the western landscape, who
works in oils and pastels, Bonnie Griffith finds
the rich pigments of pastel, oil and encaustic
allows her to create paintings that have the brilliance and the bold color we see in the West. See
more about Bonnie on page 12.
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Demonstrations
Utah Artists Group Demonstration
Tuesday, September 20, 3–5pm
Grand Staircase Escalante Partners Office
This late afternoon group demonstration has
become a festival favorite where artists and those
who enjoy the creation of art gather to watch different artists, with different styles and approaches,
tackle a similar landscape to create a painting in a
couple hours.
The following artists will participate in this
year’s group demonstration:

Eileen Guernsey Brown, Salt Lake City
Eileen Guernsey Brown was born and raised in
Southern California, her artistic talents from
an early age encouraged by family and teachers. After attending the University of Utah and
having careers in graphic design and education,
Eileen turned her focus to fine art. She has always
enjoyed combining her love of oil painting with
being outdoors. “Painting outdoors provides the
immediacy that motivates and inspires me. Being
outdoors observing the light, translating what I
see to canvas, and simply absorbing the beauty
of our natural world makes me happy.” Whether
painting in her Avenues studio, at various Plein
Air events, or out on a back road, Eileen hopes
her paintings allow viewers to experience the
same appreciation and love of nature. See more of
Eileen’s work at eileenbrownart.com.
Louise Fischmann, Salt Lake City
Louise Fischman grew up in the New York
area and had early access to its many cultural
resources. While completing her BFA degree at
Brooklyn’s Pratt Institute, Louise participated in
summer field work with the Kaibab Paiute tribe.
The clear, stark and colorfully eroded landscape
of the Colorado Plateau had a profound impact
on her. She relocated as soon as she could, to the
Chama Valley of Northern New Mexico, where she
met her husband, artist, Wayne Geary.
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Eventually moving to Salt Lake City, Louise
developed a unique art program at a pediatric
healthcare facility. As Therapeutic Art Educator,
she guides and supports young behavioral health
patients through their creative processes. During
this time Louise has also actively pursued her own
artwork. Working in many different mediums, one
of her favorites is colored pencil. She loves it for
its immediacy and for the feel of pencil on paper.
She approaches it like a painter would—layering
color on top of color, until the drawing almost has
the depth and richness of a painting.

Günther Haidenthaller, Alpine
Günther Haidenthaller emigrated with his family
from Austria as a child, and grew up drawing and
painting, majoring in illustration and advertising design at Utah State University. He spent
27 years as an advertising graphic designer and
art director, with occasional illustration projects
to keep things interesting. Günther left full time
employment in 2015 to pursue his passion for
painting. He says, “Being Austrian, I am haunted
by the ethereal, dreamlike quality of light in the
moisture-laden European atmosphere. I strive to
express that longing in every image I create. Art
is all about passion, and this is mine.” He has
studied with a number of prominent, well-known
artists including Randall Sexton, Joshua Clare,
Carl Purcell, Kathryn Stats, Stephen Stauffer,
Colley Whisson, Lyn Boyer, and Doug Braithwaite.
Günther is a member of Oil Painters of America
and the American Impressionist Society, as well as
several local Utah artists’ organizations. See more
of Gunther’s work at vonhaiderthall.com.

Jill Simkins, Beryl
Jill Simkins is an organic vegetable farmer who
creates art in many mediums; using plants and
flowers, magical garden paths, oil or water-color
paint, clay, and by using recycled, found or worn
out items. Living her life working outside in the
soil and discovering this beautiful world by hiking,
backpacking, catering horse-pack trips in the High
Uintahs, river rafting, or camping in her vintage
trailer, has given her a great respect and love for
the outdoors which she attempts to capture on
canvas. She especially enjoys painting cows, farm
animals, and people. Her work has been sold in
several galleries throughout the West. She writes
about her painting and adventures at cricketsongfarm.blogspot.com.

Carol Johansen, Mt. Pleasant
Carol Johansen is an award winning artist
who explores the space and rhythm of her
surroundings employing strokes of expressive
color. Carol prefers to paint directly from life.
She paints full time en plein air of scenes filled
with the ever changing landscape from daylight
to dark. In winter she captures resplendent
snowscapes, figurative, and still life works, at
times utilizing reference photos. She specializes in
creating unique dramatic oil paintings of skies—
capturing moments of zen. Born in Salt Lake City,
Utah, Carol Johansen married her high school
sweetheart and raised six children in the beautiful
Sanpete Valley of rural central Utah. Carol
graduated with a Bachelor Degree from Brigham
Young University, Provo. She divides her time
between Utah and Idaho traveling and painting
extensively throughout the West. See more of
Carol’s work: caroljohansen.com and facebook.
com/CarolJohansenArt.

Sara Straw, Aurora
Sara Straw, born before 1950, grew up moving
from state to state and country to country as
an army brat. She graduated from California
State University in 1974 with a Bachelor of Fine
Art. She decided to travel through the west and
discovered Southern Utah. She decided this
WAS the place where she wanted to spend the
rest of her life. She spent 20 years as a wife and
mother, and was self employed making signs,
and lettering and pinstriping trucks and trailers,
before computers took over for hand lettering
and airbrushing skills. Sara discovered Escalante
Plein Air and like Southern Utah, plein air was love
at first sight. Unfortunately, love is not the same
as skill, and Sara is still learning how to paint in
plein air. She has a lot of academic knowledge,
and a good understanding of how to share her
knowledge. Meanwhile, keep on painting . . . once
in a while . . . a keeper! See more of Sara’s work at
sarastrawart.com.
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Demonstrations
Paint Around
Wednesday, September 21, 3–5pm
Slot Canyons Inn
The Paint Around is an event where four-person
teams of artists each “paint-around” to create
paintings. Teams of painters will, in turn, work
on a single piece. Teams have two hours to finish
their painting, each member taking 15 minute
turns. Each artist will add to and modify the piece
under development, according to their vision of
the piece’s required direction, providing commentary as they think their way through the task at
hand. A blending of unique visions and styles will
provide a truly singular result. Come watch this
fun activity as the invited artists take turns putting
their unique spin on a painting!
The completed paintings will be included in
the Plein Air Competition Exhibit and Sale. All
proceeds will be donated to the Escalante Care
and Share Food Pantry.
This year team captains will draw names from
a hat of any interested registered artists to determine team members.
Team leaders include:

Acrylic Team Leader: Carol Bold
Carol Bold is a painter and printmaker based in St.
George, UT. She has exhibited her work in numerous shows and galleries throughout Southern
Utah, California, Nevada and Maryland, and has
received continued recognition and awards for
her work throughout the Southwest. In 2015, she
received Best of Show at the Escalante Canyons
Art Festival in the Oil/Acrylic category. When
not in her studio, Carol spends her time hiking,
exploring, camping with her family and drawing
inspiration from the vast and beautiful landscape
that surrounds her.
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Gouache Team Leader: Bonnie Griffith
Bonnie’s love of the landscape prompts her to
paint it, and she looks for a story to tell when she
paints. Her goal is to create art into which the
viewer can step into, find and experience their
own story. Although she works out of Crooked
Creek Art Studio in southwestern Idaho, plein air
painting leads her across the western US. These
journeys also allow her to share her knowledge of
pastel and multimedia in workshops, offered both
on location and in her studio.

Mixed Media Team Leader:
Loretta Domaszewski
Loretta Domaszewski paints to create visual
poetry with a deep connection to the earth as a living body. Loretta has a BFA from Tufts University,
the Boston Museum School of Fine Arts, and
a K–12 Art Teaching Certificate from Brandeis
University. She is an award-winning contemporary
artist from Montana exhibiting nationally in galleries and museums, teaching all ages and levels for
over 40 years. Loretta has been awarded the Grand
Staircase Escalante National Monument’s 20th
Year Anniversary Artist in Residence, Escalante
Paint the River Horse Pack Trip, Escalante Arts
Festival Best in Show First Place Watercolor,
Mixed Media, and 2nd Place in the Plein Air
Paint Out.

Mosaic Team Leader: Jill Simkins
Jill is an organic vegetable farmer who creates art
in many mediums; using plants and flowers, magical garden paths, oil or watercolor paint, clay, and
by using recycled, found or worn out items. Living
her life working outside in the soil and discovering this beautiful world by hiking, backpacking,
catering horse-pack trips in the High Uintahs,
river rafting, or camping in her vintage trailer, has
given her a great respect and love for the outdoors
which she attempts to capture on canvas.

Oil Team Leader: Valerie Orlemann
Valerie Orlemann is a Utah landscape painter
using canvas and oil to capture a sense of light,
color and place. Orlemann studied art at the
University of Utah until parenthood and a new job
for her husband brought her to southern Utah.
She has exhibited work in galleries in Salt Lake
City, St. George, Provo, Dallas and Flagstaff, and
at art festivals around Utah. Her work has received
awards including Best in Show at the 2016 Cedar
Breaks Arts Afire Plein Air, first place in the 2016
Escalante Canyons Art Festival Public Lands paint
out, and purchase awards by the St. George Art
Museum and Dixie State University. Valerie lives
with her husband and daughter in Parowan, Utah.

Watercolor Team Leader:
Günther Haidenthaller
Günther Haidenthaller emigrated with his family
from Austria as a child, and grew up drawing and
painting, majoring in illustration and advertising design at Utah State University. He spent
27 years as an advertising graphic designer and
art director, with occasional illustration projects
to keep things interesting. Günther left full time
employment in 2015 to pursue his passion for
painting. He says, “Being Austrian, I am haunted
by the ethereal, dreamlike quality of light in the
moisture-laden European atmosphere. I strive to
express that longing in every image I create. Art is
all about passion, and this is mine.”

Painting from 2021 Paint Around
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Demonstrations

Stacy Phillips
GOLDEN Artist Colors
Thursday, September 22, 1–3pm
Escalante Town Park Pavilion
This is a fast-paced
presentation of GOLDEN
acrylic paints and related
products including mediums, gels, and pastes. You
will discover the different
types of GOLDEN acrylic paint formulations,
pigments, and their individual viscosities, explore
color theory, color reality, drying times, technical
properties, and health and safety issues. You will
learn the versatility of acrylics when used with
traditional painting or contemporary art practices.
You will be introduced to GOLDEN products such
as grounds, different types of acrylics, QoR watercolors and Williamsburg handmade oil paints.
You will observe how to mix paints with gels and
pastes to create texture.
Stacy Phillips was born in Northern California
and studied fine art in the Northeast. After graduating with a Fine Arts and Business degree from
Keene State College, Stacy owned and operated
the Flat Rabbit Gallery in Park City, Utah for nine
years. She pursued a studio practice and has been
a full-time working artist since 1993 at Poor Yorick
Studios. She has had several solo and group gallery exhibitions in New York, Utah, and California.
Stacy is the representative and “Working Artist
of Utah” for Golden paints. In addition, she is a
coach for Nicholas Wilton’s
Art2Life program. For more
info about Stacy and her
work, please see her website:
stacyphillipsart.com, Instagram, and Facebook.
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Lewis Williams
Paint the Way ‘Cross the USA By Bike
Thursday, September 22, 7–8:30pm
Grand Staircase Escalante Partners Office
After forty years of making art, in 2021, Lewis
Williams and his wife completed a dream
endeavor, “Painting The Way ‘Cross The USA
By Bike.” The idea brewed on the eve of his 60th
birthday in 2019. They traveled by bicycle from
March 1–August, 1, 2021 from San Diego to Bar
Harbor, Maine over five months and 4700 miles.
A film of their travels debuted at the Plein Air Convention and Expo earlier this year. Their short film
will precede this presentation which will include
discussion on art/cycling/life and sharing images
from across the country depicting how and where
they traveled.
Lewis Williams earned his BFA in painting
from Northern Arizona University 1983, and an
MFA in painting from Utah State University 1991.
His art interests are wide and varied in all paint
and drawing media, printmaking, and ceramics.
Since 2012, he’s been exploring sacred landscapes in plein air and studio works. His teaching
experience is extensive, most recently as an Arts
Educator with Senior Citizens in Western CO. He
has successfully led many students in art demos
and workshops. Earning four Artist-in-Residence
positions with the BLM, his work was the single
piece chosen for reproduction to promote their
parks in 2014. He was
also selected for the
Zion National Park
Invitational Plein Air
event 2018. For more
info about Lewis and his
work, please see the following: lewisartwilliams.
com, Instagram, and
Facebook.

Roving Talks

Roving Talks programming is generously supported by Grand Staircase Escalante
Partners. Programs are free but donations are appreciated. Donations can be made
via the signup platform. Please visit escalantecanyonsartfestival.org to RSVP for the
Roving Talks. NO PETS PLEASE.

Visiting Archaeological Sites with Respect
Thursday, September 15, 8am–noon
Limited to 15 participants. Meet at Grand
Staircase Escalante Partners Office to
caravan to Escalante River Trailhead.
Parking is limited so carpooling is necessary.

Sandra Zarzycka

Water and Watchers in the
Escalante River Area
Monday, September 12, 7:30am–1pm
Limited to 15 participants. Meet at Grand
Staircase Escalante Partners Office to
caravan to Calf Creek Recreation Area.
Day use fee of $5 per vehicle, cash only.

“R.E.” Burrillo

Water is a precious commodity in the deserts of
the northern Southwest, and plays a key role in
settlement patterns and use strategies across the
greater Escalante cultural landscape from earliest
antiquity right up to the present. This talk will very
briefly cover the pre-contact culture history of the
area with an emphasis on Fremont rock art and
food-storage strategies.
TRIP INFO: Hike along the Lower Calf Creek
Falls Trail. Hike is six miles roundtrip going up
and back in the bottom of the canyon. While there
is shade along the way, many stretches are in full
sun. Hike is moderately strenuous with sections of
sand and a few rock ledges.
WHAT TO BRING:
–Sturdy hiking shoes
–At least 2 liters of water
–Snacks/lunch
–Sunscreen, sunglasses, hat, and binoculars
Ralph “R.E.” Burrillo is an archaeologist, author, and conservation advocate for the
American Southwest. He is the author of Behind
the Bears Ears: Exploring the Cultural and Natural
Histories of a Sacred Landscape, which was chosen
by ForeWord Book Reviews as their critic’s choice
in nonfiction for the year 2020; and The Backwoods
of Everywhere: Words from a Wandering Local. Both
books are available at regional booksellers or
online at Torrey House Press. He currently works
as a project
manager for
PaleoWest,
and splits his
time between
Scottsdale and
Flagstaff, AZ.

Join GSENM
Archaeologist
Sandra Zarzycka
on a tour of a rock
art panel near
Escalante, and
learn how to visit
archaeological
sites in a safe and
respectful manner.
Many people come
to GSENM planning or hoping to
see archaeological sites. Visitation of cultural sites
is a sensitive matter, and one we must be thoughtful about. Educate yourself on Visit with Respect
principles to help protect archaeological sites for
future generations to enjoy!
TRIP INFO: This is a short (less than a mile)
but challenging hike to a rock art panel. It requires
rock scrambling up a steep rock ledge.
WHAT TO BRING:
–Water
–Sturdy hiking shoes
–Snacks
–Sunscreen, sunglasses, and hat
Sandra Zarzycka is
the archaeologist for Grand
Staircase–Escalante National
Monument (GSENM). She
received her BA in anthropology from the University
of Wyoming and her MS in
environmental archaeology
from the University of North Texas. Sandra is
most interested in landscape archaeology, and
how humans interacted with their environment
in the past. As the new GSENM archaeologist,
Sandra hopes to participate in many public outreach events to help educate the public on cultural
resources.
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Roving Talks
Please visit escalantecanyonsartfestival.org
to RSVP for Roving Talks. NO PETS PLEASE.

Humanities in the Wild #1
Writing to Witness Water, Land, and Life on
the Escalante River
Saturday, September 17, 8:30am–noon
Limited to 9 participants (ages 12 and up).
Meet at Grand Staircase Escalante Partners
Office to caravan to Escalante River Bridge
Trailhead. Parking is limited so please
carpool.
A generative writing workshop facilitated by Nan
Seymour, founder of River Writing along with
Raven Chavez, Bureau of Land Management
Soil Scientist, and birding guide, Steve Cox. This
workshop is for anyone who would like some
encouragement to find and foster their voice in
relationship to place. Raven and Steve will be
teaching about certain aspects of ecology along
the Escalante River, and Nan will provide friendly
poetry-based prompts with plenty of writing
encouragement, but you don’t have to identify as
a writer.
TRIP INFO: Participants will hike along the
Escalante River, crossing it several times. Terrain
is mostly level except when going up and down
the banks.
WHAT TO BRING:
–Water
–Notebook and pen
–Hiking shoes that can get wet
–Lightweight camp chair
–Snacks
–Sunscreen, sunglasses, and hat
–and a little courage
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Humanities in the Wild #2
Writing to Witness Water, Land, and Life on
the Escalante River
Saturday, September 17, 1:30–5pm
Limited to 9 participants (ages 12 and up).
Meet at Grand Staircase Escalante Partners
Office to caravan to Escalante River Town
Trailhead. Parking is limited so please
carpool.
TRIP INFO: Participants will hike along the
Escalante River, crossing it several times. Terrain
is varied, steeper when entering canyon and when
going up and down the banks.

Nan Seymour

Steve Cox

Raven Chavez

This program is supported by Utah Humanities
Council and Boulder Arts Council.

Bob Stevenson

Lightbulb Moment: Geology Meets
Cold War (Geopolitical) and Personal History
in the Circle Cliffs
Sunday, September 18, 9am–2pm
Limited to 12 participants. Meet at Anasazi
State Park Museum to caravan to trailhead.
What ideas and stories connect these words?
Anticline, Yellow Jacket, remote desert, Shinarump, Zelda, ambition, paleoenvironment, Blue
Goose, family, Hot Shot, petrified wood, atomic,
lightbulb. If you’re curious, join Backcountry Park
Ranger Bob Stevenson for a hike into the stark
and wildly beautiful Circle Cliffs region of Grand
Staircase–Escalante National Monument.
TRIP INFO: Roads in the Circle Cliffs can be
rough so high clearance vehicles are required
(four-wheel drive recommended). The hike is twomiles round-trip.
WHAT TO BRING:
–At least 2 liters of water
–Lunch and snacks
–Hiking shoes
–Sunscreen, sunglasses, and hat
–Your curiosity and imagination
Before Bob Stevenson was Bob, he was a
rock. As Bob, he studied rocks, earned a degree
in geology, had fun and became a park ranger.
Sometime in the distant future Bob expects to be
a rock again.

Cindy Calbaum

Circle Cliffs

Trees of the Escalante Mountains
Monday, September 19, 3–7pm
Limited to 10 participants.
Meet at Grand Staircase Escalante
Partners Office to caravan to Posey Lake
Campground.

Cindy Calbaum will teach you how to identify the
conifer species which are native to the Escalante
Mountains and the basics of how to identify
deciduous trees. After learning about tree identification, Cindy will lead a 1/2-mile hike from the
Posey Lake Campground to the Posey Overlook
400 feet above the lake.
TRIP INFO: Gravel road drive—passenger
vehicles okay. First section of trail to Posey Overlook is steep then levels off.
WHAT TO BRING:
–Good hiking shoes
–Water
–Sunscreen, sunglasses, and hat
–Walking sticks if you like them
Cindy Calbaum has worked as a Forester and
Recreation Specialist with the US Forest Service
for over 30 years.
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Roving Talks
Please visit escalantecanyonsartfestival.org
to RSVP for Roving Talks. NO PETS PLEASE.

Lindsay Martindale
Beavers: Nature’s Architects
Tuesday, September 20, 8am–noon
Limited to 20 participants. Meet at Grand
Staircase Escalante Partners Office to carpool to Boulder Mountain Guest Ranch.
Beavers are an integral
component of healthy
riparian ecosystems.
Historically, North
America was estimated
to have 100–200 million
beavers, who shaped the
ecosystems everywhere
they lived. Now there
are only about 10–15 million in this historic range.
Join Lindsay Martindale through a short walk
along a creek to see the ecosystem connectivity
that beavers provide, contrasted with the lack of
ecosystem connectivity in their absence.
TRIP INFO: Walk along trail adjacent to Sweetwater Creek on uneven terrain.
WHAT TO BRING:
–Water
–Snacks
–Hiking shoes
–Sunscreen, sunglasses, hat, and binoculars
Lindsay Martindale
earned her bachelor’s
degree in environmental
science from the University of Central Arkansas.
Through her experience fighting wildfires,
working for a non-profit
conservation organization, being a part of an
environmental consulting team, and her time as a
park ranger, she brings a passion for people and
place to the Wildlands team. After experiencing
the healing power of wild spaces, she returned
to school to better understand and advocate for
wildlands. She earned a graduate certificate in
Wilderness Management from the Arthur Carhart
Wilderness Training Center at the University of
Montana and was a part of a team that received
the Wes Henry Excellence in Wilderness Stewardship award.
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Jurassic Rock Recipes
Friday, September 23, 10am–2pm
Limited to 20 participants. Meet at Grand
Staircase–Escalante National Monument
Visitor Center in Cannonville.

Rhiannon Garrard

Tracking Grand Staircase’s Jurassic Dinosaurs
Wednesday, September 21, 10am–3pm
Limited to 25 participants. Meet at Grand
Staircase Escalante Partners Office to
caravan to tracksite.

Alan Titus

The Twenty Mile Wash Dinosaur Tracksite preserves over 1200 mapped footprints of at least
three different kinds of animals. One of the best
preserved and most accessible Middle Jurassic
age (circa 160 million years old) tracksites in the
region, it offers unique glimpses into “a day in
the life” of some of Grand Staircase–Escalante
National Monument’s ancient inhabitants. Spend
the day learning about these amazing fossils and
the animals that made them, including doing
some actual science on the tracks!
TRIP INFO: Minimal hiking (less than 1/2-mile
round trip), but approach is steep and moderately
strenuous. Hike is not universally accessible.
WHAT TO BRING:
–Sturdy hiking shoes
–Lunch
–Two liters of water
–Sunscreen, sunglasses, and hat
Dr. Titus fell in love with fossils and paleontology at the age of eight while roaming the hills of
southern Nevada with his parents. He received
his undergraduate degree in geology from the
University of Nevada Las Vegas, his Master of Science degree from the University of Arkansas, and
his Doctor of Philosophy degree from Washington
State University. He became the first permanent
Monument Paleontologist for Grand Staircase–
Escalante National Monument in May of 2000, a
position he held until he was promoted to District
Paleontologist in 2019. His research interests
include ammonites, Cretaceous dinosaurs, and
the geographic distribution of ancient animals.

Many of Utah’s most famous rocks come from
the Jurassic era. You have the early Jurassic
Navajo sandstone, found at Zion National Park.
Then there is the mid-Jurassic Entrada formation which makes up the eye-catching arches of
Arches National Park. Both are also abundant
in the GSENM. Curiously they formed in a time
before the Rocky Mountains—a time when the
Appalachian Mountains rivaled the modern day
Himalayas. Wind and water carried the ingredients
of the Navajo sandstone and Entrada formation
across the continent from the dynamic east to the
passive west. Despite being made of the same
source materials, the two formations make up
a variety of different rock fabrics. Let’s learn the
basic recipe for making these Jurassic rocks and
how to tweak it to get iconic results.
TRIP INFO: First stop: along graveled Wildcat
Road. Second stop: Willis Creek, six miles down
Skutumpah Road. High-clearance AWD recommended—natural surface, dusty, bumpy, and
rough road. Hike along Willis Creek is mostly level
though requires crossing low water.
WHAT TO BRING:
–Water
–Snacks
–Sunscreen, sunglasses, and hat
Rhiannon Garrard is a geologist from
Southern Utah University with a masters from
the University of Alabama.
Working at the Grand
Staircase–Escalante National
Monument visitor center in
Cannonville this last year has
taught her there is a great
need to make geology education accessible.

Escalante Historic District
Walking Tours

Thursday, September 22, 9–10am
and Saturday, September 24, 9–10am
People’s Exchange

Tour begins at the People’s Exchange, one of
Escalante’s most photographed historic buildings. Come along to learn more about many of
the historic structures throughout town. Escalante
was added to the National Register of Historic
Places in 2013 as a National Historic District with
areas of noted significance in architecture, social
history, commerce, agriculture, and exploration/
settlement.
Tour will be led by Dr. Larry Barnes, co-owner
of the People’s Exchange, an early (1901) co-op
store on old Main Street, Escalante. His interest
in Escalante history has led to several invitations
to give lectures and to assist in preparation of the
guide to the Escalante National Historic District.
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Entertainment
All entertainment performed on Escalante
Town Park Stage.

Friday, September 23

Patrice Webb
Noon–1:30pm
Patrice Webb is an award-winning singer songwriter from Sandpoint, Idaho. Her music is a mix
of vibrant storytelling played and sung on a bed
of folk, country, swing, and acoustic blues. She
has won awards in the New England Songwriting
Contest, The Walnut Valley New Song contest as
well as the Jane Titland Songwriting contest where
she is a three-time finalist. Patrice has played folk
festivals throughout the United States and her
music is receiving international airplay. She has
just released a fourth CD entitled “The Mountain, The Valley, The River, The Pine” which is an
all-acoustic tribute to the beautiful State of Idaho
where she lives on a rambling 23 acres with her
husband and a band of four legged critters.

26 escalante canyons art festival

Annie’s Safehouse Band
2:00–3:30pm
Annie Platt is participating as a painter and a
musician in this year’s festival! Her journey of
song has been one of joyful devotion. With her
virtuoso pals by her side (Ben Kraftwerx, Jimmy
Vickers, and Will Hanisko), she will be singing for
the heavens above.

Mel Soul
4:00–5:30pm
Mel Soul has been a local Utah musician for
11 years. She was the winner of the Wasatch
Mountain Music Festival Songwriting Competition in 2021 and performer of the year for the
yARTie Awards. She has worked with Darrell Scott,
Mary Gauthier, Lauren Christy, and Natasha
Bedingfield. Claim to fame—music for your soul!

Saturday, September 24
Kenny Hall
10:30–11:30am
Kenny Hall is a singer
of western ballads
and songs. He resides
in the beautiful
Bryce Canyon area
of Southern Utah.
Kenny is a popular
entertainer and has a
great arsenal of songs
that cross many western genres. His rich cowboy
heritage connects with his songs and music that
he performs.

Salt Gulch All Stars
Noon–1:30pm
The Salt Gulch All Stars will be playing for their
9th year at the Escalante Canyons Art Festival.
They are pleased to announce that Kak Urpani will
be playing with the band this year and there will
likely be other special guest appearances of other
known and loved musical artists. Rest assured,
the good time spirit of the All Stars deep musical
friendships are guaranteed to get your toe tappin’
and if you’re brave, jump out of your seat and
BOOGIE!

Matt Burke
2:00–3:30pm

Matt Burke grew up in a small town in centralFlorida, spent a brief stint in Michigan, moved to
Chicago to develop his musicality and performance chops, and eventually relocated to the
heart of it all—Nashville. Burke has been releasing
a steady stream of quality new material that has
drawn comparisons to Jason Isbell, Sturgill Simpson, and Zac Brown. A versatile artist, each single
Burke releases touches on a different aspect of the
Americana genre—from 1970s honky-tonk linedance anthems to heartbreaking bar stool laments
and Top 40 and country-rock singles ready for the
hot 100. Burke showcases the many faces of his
musical personality while continuing to carve his
unique niche in the Nashville music scene.

Hugh Phillips Band
4:00–5:30pm

The Hugh Phillips Band is a five-piece Americana/
Country Band from Carbondale, Colorado.They
were just nominated as the Best New Artist/Band,
Best New Male Vocalist, and Best New Americana/Country Song [Hi-Ways] on the Colorado
Playlist 2021 Listener Poll. They perform originals
from Hugh’s debut album ‘It’s Been a Long Time’
[Oct 2020] and many other originals and some
covers that really get the crowd going.
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Entertainment
All entertainment performed on Escalante
Town Park Stage.

Special Programs
“R.E.” Burrillo

Nan Seymour
Poetry Reading
Saturday, September 17, 7–8pm
Boulder Town Park Pavilion, Boulder, Utah

TP

PE

100 N

200 N

Escalante River

to Slot Canyons Inn
5 miles west on HWY 12

HC

Program funded by
Boulder Arts Council and
Utah Humanities.

Her debut poetry collection, prayers not meant
for heaven was published
by Toad Hall Editions in
the summer of 2021. The
poems, written primarily
during the pandemic,
are prayers meant for the
earth and for each other.

In 2015 Nan Seymour created River Writing
Collective in order to foster voice and authentic
connection. The practice challenges the tyranny
of perfectionism and breaks through walls of
isolation. Over the last several years, Nan has
facilitated writing and storytelling workshops for
hundreds of people, including cancer survivors,
high school students, unsheltered writers and survivors of domestic violence. She offers an ongoing
schedule of writing practices at her River Writing
studio in Salt Lake City.

100 W

Reading and Book Signing
Monday, September 12, 7–8pm
Grand Staircase Escalante Partners Office

300 W

Saturday, September 24

Join Ralph “R.E.” Burrillo for a reading and book
signing of his recently published, The Backwoods
of Everywhere: Words from a Wandering Local.
This book is published by Torrey House Press:
“In The Backwoods of Everywhere, archaeologist
Burrillo excavates his past, examining Indigenous and tourist cultures, the complexities of
American archaeology, and what it means to be
a local. In the vein of Bill Bryson, Tim Cahill, and
Ellen Meloy, Burrillo’s is a fresh voice in
humor-spiked nature
writing and cultural
commentary.”
“R.E.” is an archaeologist, author, and
conservation advocate
for the American Southwest. See more about
“R.E.” on page 21.

SC
to Slot Canyons Inn
5 miles west on HWY 12
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12
VC

!
Escalante

FA

to Friends in Art
Collective Studio

Center Street

Sihasin
6:00–7:30pm
For three decades, brother and sister Jeneda and
Clayson Benally have been recording and touring
bringing their empowering, organic, consciousraising, charged music to communities throughout Europe and North America. Multi-award
winning musicians from the (Diné) Navajo Nation
in Northern Arizona create an explosive duo of
just bass, drums and vocals with a traditional
Navajo backbone bridging folk, rock, world, pop
and a little punk. Sihasin comes from a long tradition of protest music and espouses traditional
Navajo values to their audience. Sihasin is a rare
band that does more than just perform—they
leave their audiences with an exhilarating feeling
of hope and respect and cultural appreciation.
Sihasin has been featured in The London Sunday Times, NPR’s All Things Considered, Arizona
Highways, PBS, ABC, and many more. The duo
has recently performed at the Kennedy Center,
Grassroots Festival, The Museum of Native
American History, Globalquerque, SXSW, World
Fest, The Woody Guthrie Center, and many more.
They are looking forward to continuing to tour the
world bringing their message of hope, respect and
understanding.
This event funded by Grand Staircase Escalante
Partners.
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500 W

200 W

Art and Story in the Grand
Staircase–Escalante National
Monument

Monday–Wednesday, September 19–21,
5–7pm
Grand Staircase Escalante Partners Office

Join Grand Staircase Escalante Partners for
three evenings of art and storytelling, learn
about printmaker Tim Musso’s work, hear from
Indigenous artists and storytellers, and experience
local multi-media stories. Tim Musso, printmaker
and professor at La Sierra University in Riverside,
California, will kick off the series with a talk about
his creative process when creating place-based
artwork, provide a hands-on demonstration of the
print-making medium, and discuss how his art
depicts a relevant story about the Grand Staircase
flora, fauna, and more. The second evening will
highlight Indigenous Perspectives on culture and
art with reflections on family histories depicted
through petroglyphs and pictographs. The third
and final evening will showcase local storytellers
who will provide oral accounts of their connection to the Grand Staircase Escalante landscape
along with photography and paintings of that
connection.

This series of programs funded by Grand Staircase
Escalante Partners.

Map not to scale!
Event venues are in Escalante
unless clearly noted otherwise.

12

28 miles from Escalante
to Boulder (40 minutes)

Festival Venues in Escalante:

EO Escalante Outfitters
FA Friends in Art Collective
GP Grand Staircase Escalante Partners
Office
Escalante Heritage Center
People’s Exchange
Slot Canyons Inn
Sculptured Furniture/Pottery
Serenidad Gallery
Escalante Town Park
Escalante Interagency Visitor Center
HC
PE
SC
SF
SG
TP
VC
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Schedule at a Glance

“R.E.” Burrillo
ROVING TALK
Water and
Watchers in
the Escalante
River Area
7:30am–1pm
(GP)

Mon., Sept 12

Tues., Sept 13

Carol Bold
WORKSHOP
Reduction
Linocut
9am–4pm
(TP)

Wed., Sept 14

All programming is free and open to the public
unless otherwise noted.
noted.*

8 am

9 am

10 am

Carol Bold
WORKSHOP
Reduction
Linocut
9am–4pm
(TP)

Sandra
Zarzycka
ROVING TALK
Visiting
Archaeological
Sites with
Respect
8am–noon
(GP)
Sue Tyler
WORKSHOP
Make it Wild in
Mixed Media
9am–noon
(TP)

Fri., Sept 16

PLEIN AIR EVENTS AND EXHIBITS
STUDIOS
DEMOS/WORKSHOPS/OPEN STUDIOS/
SPEAKERON
SERIES
HANDS
ART
ENTERTAINMENT
ROVING
TALKS
SPECIAL PROGRAMS
ENTERTAINMENT
SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Thurs., Sept 15

Sue Tyler
WORKSHOP
Make it Wild in
Mixed Media
9am–3pm
(TP)

Nan Seymour
Poetry
Reading
SPECIAL
PROGRAM
7–8pm
Boulder Town
Park Pavilion

Bob
Stevenson
ROVING TALK
Geology Meets
Cold War
(Geopolitical)
and Personal
History in the
Circle Cliffs
9am–2pm
Anasazi State
Park Museum,
Boulder, Utah

Lisa Hartman
HANDS on
ART
Wabi-Sabi
Nature Journal
2–4pm
(TP)

Mon., Sept 19

Chi E Shenam
Westin
DEMO
Painting on
Copper
9–11am
(HC)

Margie Lopez
Read
WORKSHOP
Knowing
Escalante
Patterns
10am–noon
(GP)

Bonnie Griffith
DEMO
Wax! The Art of Encaustic
1–3pm
(TP)

Cindy Calbaum
ROVING TALK
Trees of the
Escalante
Mountains
3–7pm
(GP)

Art and Story
in Grand
Staircase–
Escalante
National
Monument
SPECIAL
PROGRAM
5–7pm
(GP)
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Claire Giordano
HANDS on ART
Creatively Exploring a Shared
Landscape
4:30–7:30pm
(TP)

Bonnie
Griffith
WORKSHOP
Plein Air Primer
9am–3pm
(TP)

Sun., Sept 18

SC Slot Canyons Inn
SF Sculptured Furniture/
Primitive Pottery
SG Serenidad Gallery
TP Town Park
VC Escalante Interagency
Visitor Center

Humanities in
the Wild #1
ROVING TALK
Writing to
Witness Water,
Land, & Life on
the Escalante
River
8:30am–noon
(GP)

Artists Meet
& Greet
6–8pm
(TP)

Humanities in
the Wild #2
ROVING TALK
Writing to
Witness Water,
Land, & Life on
the Escalante
River
1:30–5pm
(GP)
Claire
Giordano
HANDS on
ART
Capturing
Memories in
Watercolor & Ink
4–7pm
(TP)

Bonnie
Griffith
WORKSHOP
Plein Air Primer
9am–3pm
(TP)

DeLee Grant
DEMO
Linework,
Spatters and
Swirls
9–11am
(TP)

Sat., Sept 17

ESCALANTE LOCATIONS:
EO Escalante Outfitters
FA Friends in Art Collective
GP Grand Staircase
Escalante Partners Office
HC Escalante Heritage
Center
PE People’s Exchange

8 am

9 am

10 am

11 am

9 pm

8 pm

7 pm

6 pm

5 pm

4 pm

3 pm

2 pm

1 pm

11 am

Michael Keyes
DEMO
Woodcut Printmaking—
The Process
4–5:30pm
(TP)

noon

10 Years–
Artists-inResidence at
GSENM
EXHIBIT
9am–4pm daily;
closed Wed.
(VC)

“R.E.” Burrillo
Reading and
Book Signing
SPECIAL
PROGRAM
7–8pm
(GP)

noon

1 pm

2 pm

3 pm

4 pm

5 pm

6 pm

7 pm

8 pm

9 pm
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Schedule at a Glance
Tues., Sept 20

Lindsay
Martindale
ROVING TALK
Beavers: Nature’s
Architects
8am–noon
(GP)
Margie Lopez
Read
WORKSHOP
Knowing
Escalante
Patterns
10am–noon
(GP)

Bonnie Griffith
DEMO
Cold Wax
and Oil
1–3pm
(TP)
Utah Artists
GROUP DEMO
3–5pm
(GP)

Art and Story
in Grand
Staircase–
Escalante
National
Monument
SPECIAL
PROGRAM
5–7pm
(GP)

Wed., Sept 21

Alan Titus
ROVING TALK
Tracking Grand
Staircase’s
Jurassic
Dinosaurs
10am–3pm
(GP)

Art and Story in Grand
Staircase–Escalante
National Monument
SPECIAL PROGRAM
5–7pm
(GP)

Sue Martin
WORKSHOP
Simplifying
Nature in Oil
and Cold Wax
9am–4pm
(HC)

All programming is free and open to the public
unless otherwise noted.

8 am

9 am

10 am

11 am

noon

1 pm

2 pm

3 pm

4 pm

5 pm

6 pm

7 pm

8 pm

9 pm
32 escalante canyons art festival

Thurs., Sept 22

Sue Martin
WORKSHOP
Simplifying
Nature in Oil
and Cold Wax
9am–noon
(HC)

Stacy Phillips
DEMO
Golden Artist
Colors
1–3pm
(TP)

Serenidad
Gallery
OPEN STUDIO
10am–6pm
(SG)

Escalante
Historic
District
Walking Tour
ROVING TALK
9–10am
(PE)

PLEIN AIR EVENTS AND EXHIBITS
DEMOS/WORKSHOPS/OPEN STUDIOS/
HANDS ON ART
ROVING TALKS
ENTERTAINMENT
SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Serenidad
Gallery
OPEN STUDIO
10am–6pm
(SG)

Paint Around
GROUP DEMO
3–5pm
(SC)

Carol Johansen
HANDS on ART
Desert Acrylic
Pour
5:30–7pm
(TP)

Louis
Williams
DEMO
Paint the Way
‘Cross the USA
By Bike
7–8:30pm
(GP)

Plein Air
Exhibit &
Art Sale
10am–6pm
(TP)
Overflow Art
Sales in the
Tent
10am–6pm
(TP)

Local &
Vendor Goods
& Services
Silent Auction
10am–6pm
(TP)

Arts & Crafts
Fair
10am–6pm
(TP)

SC Slot Canyons Inn
SF Sculptured Furniture/
Primitive Pottery
SG Serenidad Gallery
TP Town Park
VC Escalante Interagency
Visitor Center

Quilt Exhibit
EXHIBIT
10am–4pm
(PE)

Featured
Artist:
Irit Read
EXHIBIT
10am–6pm
(TP)

Artist-inResidence:
Claire
Giordano
EXHIBIT
10am–6pm
(TP)

Friday, Sept 23

ESCALANTE LOCATIONS:
EO Escalante Outfitters
FA Friends in Art Collective
GP Grand Staircase
Escalante Partners Office
HC Escalante Heritage
Center
PE People’s Exchange

8 am

9 am

10 am

11 am

noon

1 pm

2 pm

3 pm

4 pm

5 pm

6 pm

7 pm

8 pm

9 pm

Bonnie
Griffith
HANDS on
ART
Pastel Painting
10am–noon
(TP)

Tera & Jaynie
Connor
WORKSHOP
Barn Quilts
Made Simple
1–5pm
(TP)

Rhiannon
Garrard
ROVING TALK
Jurassic Rock
Recipes
10am–2pm
Meet at GSENM
Visitor Center in
Cannonville

Plein Air
Quick Draw
PLEIN AIR
2–5pm
(TP)

Patrice Webb
Singer/
Songwriter
Noon–1:30pm
(TP)

Annie’s
Safehouse
Band
Eclectic Music
2–3:30pm
(TP)

Mel Soul
Singer/
Songwriter
4–5:30pm
(TP)

escalante canyons art festival 33

Schedule at a Glance
Saturday, Sept 24

Escalante Historic District
Walking Tour
ROVING TALK
9–10am
(PE)
Plein Air
Exhibit &
Art Sale
10am–6pm
(TP)

Artist-inResidence:
Claire
Giordano
EXHIBIT
10am–6pm
(TP)
Local &
Vendor Goods
& Services
Silent Auction
10am–3pm
(bidding closes
at 3pm)
(TP)

PLEIN AIR EVENTS AND EXHIBITS
DEMOS/WORKSHOPS/OPEN STUDIOS/
HANDS ON ART
ROVING TALKS
ENTERTAINMENT
SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Friends in
Art Collective
OPEN
STUDIO
10am–1pm
(FA)
Sculptured Furniture/
Primitive Pottery Studio
OPEN STUDIO
11am–noon
(SF)

Sihasin
Diné Navajo Nation Duo
6–7:30pm
(TP)

Hugh Phillips Band
Americana/Country
4–5:30pm
(TP)

Matt Burke
Singer/Songwriter
2–3:30pm
(TP)

Salt Gulch All Stars
Eclectic Music
Noon–1:30pm
(TP)

Kenny Hall
Western Balladeer
10:30–11:30am
(TP)

SC Slot Canyons Inn
SF Sculptured Furniture/
Primitive Pottery
SG Serenidad Gallery
TP Town Park
VC Escalante Interagency
Visitor Center

Bonnie Griffith
HANDS on ART
Altered Paint Brushes
2:30–4:30pm
(TP)

Phoenix Bunke
HANDS on ART
Cut Paper Collage
Noon–2pm
(TP)

Loretta Domaszewski
HANDS on ART
Watercolor: Light, Depth, and
Space with Lyrical Brushstrokes
9:30–11:30am
(TP)

Saturday, Sept 24 continued

ESCALANTE LOCATIONS:
EO Escalante Outfitters
FA Friends in Art Collective
GP Grand Staircase
Escalante Partners Office
HC Escalante Heritage
Center
PE People’s Exchange

8 am

9 am

10 am

11 am

noon

1 pm

5 pm

Overflow
Art Sales in
the Tent
10am–6pm
(TP)
Featured
Artist:
Irit Read
EXHIBIT
10am–6pm
(TP)

2 pm

3 pm

5 pm

6 pm

Quilt Exhibit
EXHIBIT
10am–4pm
(PE)

Arts & Crafts
Fair
10am–6pm
(TP)

All programming is free and open to the public
unless otherwise noted.

8 am

9 am

10 am

11 am

noon

1 pm

2 pm

3 pm

6 pm

7 pm

4 pm

7 pm

8 pm

Lisa Hartman
HANDS on ART
Wabi Sabi Nature Journal
3–5pm
(TP)

8 pm

9 pm

4 pm

9 pm
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Sunday, Sept 25

Festival Finale Breakfast
& Art Sale
Last chance to purchase art!
9–11am
(EO)

Irit Read
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Funders, Donors, & Supporters
Many thanks to our generous and amazing funders,
donors, volunteers and supporters.

FOUNDING FUNDERS
Steve Roberts
The Family of Georgie Meinert
(Mark Austin & Page and
Steve Witzdam)
Winnie Washburn & Harriet Priska
Kent Cottam
Arnold & Deon Alvey
Garfield County Commission &
Travel Council
Gibbs Smith
The Ruess Family
COLORADO PLATEAU ($5000+)
George S. & Dolores Doré Eccles
Foundation
Garfield County Office of Tourism
Karin & Bob Simmons
Utah Office of Tourism
Sheila Woolsey Faulkner Memorial
Fund
AQUARIUS PLATEAU ($1000+)
Bob & Lisa Hartman
Circle D Motel & Eatery
Escalante City
Escalante Outfitters/Waggoner Family
Ruthanne Oliver

GRAND STAIRCASE ($500+)
Escalante Boulder Chamber of
Commerce
Entrada Lodge
Louise Entropius
Garkane Energy
Grand Staircase–Escalante Partners
KAIPAROWITS PLATEAU ($250+)
Fred Kovol
Fran McKay
Serenidad Gallery
CIRCLE CLIFFS ($100+)
Boulder Art Council
Boulder Mountain Lodge
Cowboy Country Inn
Cheryl Cox
Alan Day
David and Brigitte Delthony
Ray Fortune
Gael & Tom Hill
Inn of Escalante
John & Peggy Meisenbach
Jens & Kathy Munthe
Pole’s Place Motel
Rainbow Country Bed & Breakfast
Mark & Vicki Saunto
Serenidad Gallery – Harriet Priska
Laura & Jim Smith
State Bank of Southern Utah
Trails End Real Estate
Joan Vitale

DONATIONS
A Squared Design
Boulder Mt Guest Ranch/
Sweetwater Kitchen
Burr Trail Outpost
Cindy Calbaum
Canyon Country Lodge
Sandy Niedorowski
Escalante Mercantile
Escalante Outfitters
Griffin’s Grocery
Hell’s Backbone Grill
High Adventure Gas
Kiva Koffeehouse
Nemo’s
Skyhoopi Thrift Store
Spoonwright
Subway
Utah Canyons Outdoors
Cate Vining
SPECIAL THANKS
Croft Remodeling
Escalante City
Escalante Heritage Center
KUER
Lenza Wilson Electric
Plein Air Magazine
Slot Canyons Inn
South Central Communications
Southern Utah Independent
Publishing
Southwest Art Magazine
Utah Public Radio

GLEN CANYON ($50+)
Kadi Franson
The Escalante Canyons Art Festival is a program of Envision Escalante, a non-profit 501c3 organization that seeks to be a catalyst
for a vibrant, self-sustaining community by encouraging an appreciation of the arts, working towards preserving the local heritage,
and fostering community pride.

