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Welcome to Escalante  
and the Escalante Canyons Art Festival!
It is that special time of year again, when afternoon clouds are rolling 
in and out, sunlight slants on shimmering cottonwood trees, and 
colors are changing along the river. It’s September in Escalante! Artists 
and visitors from all over come to town to celebrate art and the beauty 
of the Escalante Canyons.

Welcome to the 15th annual Escalante Canyons Art Festival—
Everett Ruess Days. The festival is a week-long community event that 
brings nearby neighbors and former residents, friends from near and 
far, and artists from all over the world, together for a week of celebra-
tion. Thanks to all the folks who make this annual event a success.

The festival is the premier event in the area, and we hope you enjoy 
the many opportunities it provides. Artists set up easels and paint 
throughout the region—in Escalante and neighboring towns and coun-
ties. We hope you enjoy our friendly accommodations and eateries and 
the stunning surrounding public lands.

The Escalante Canyons Art Festival week has programming that 
includes plein air festivities, art exhibits, demonstrations and work-
shops, hands-on art activities for all ages, artisans selling their cre-
ations, live entertainment, an evening of film, and an engaging speaker 
series that includes a special keynote event.

We are the gateway to America’s Great Outback. Please enjoy the 
festival and your time in Escalante and come back and visit us soon!

—Melani Torgersen, Escalante Mayor
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Plein Air Events 
Artist Wine & Cheese Welcome*
Saturday, September 22, 6pm
Vagabond Inn, 115 W. Main St.
*Open to registered artists, festival committee, 
volunteers and supporters, and their families.

Registered artists are welcomed to town by festival 
committee members, volunteers, and sponsors 
at this special event hosted by one of the festival 
founding funders and long time patron.

Paint-Out Competition Events*
Celebrate Scenic Byway 12 Paint-Out
Tuesday, September 25
Stamp-In: 7–noon  
Painting Check-In: 2–5pm  
Escalante Community Center

This is an exciting one-day event where artists 
finish a painting in the course of one day, catching 
a moment in a visual impression. Only artists 
registered for the plein air competition are eligible to 
enter the paint-out.

Celebrate Scenic Byway 12 is the theme for 
the 2018 Paint-Out. Artists will paint along Scenic 
Byway 12. Proceeds will be donated to the Scenic 
Byway 12 Foundation to support their program-
ming and initiatives.

Paint-Out winners will be announced at the 
Awards Reception on Saturday evening. Artworks 
submitted for the Paint-Out may be viewed as 
part of the Plein Air Exhibit on Friday and Saturday 
where they can also be purchased. 

Artists All-Paint
Thursday, September 27, 4–6pm
Escalante Heritage Center

All registered artists are encouraged to gather, 
paint, and share their skills with peers and festival 
attendees. This venue offers a variety of subjects 
to paint—360-degree landscapes and more 
intimate scenes—something for every painter and 
skill level.

Artists’ Reception*
Thursday, September 27, 7–9pm
Escalante Interagency Visitor Center
*Open to registered artists, festival committee, 
volunteers and supporters, and their families.

Artists, festival committee members, festival 
sponsors, and local art patrons mix and mingle 
at this gathering to celebrate a successful week of 
plein air painting by registered artists. This recep-

tion is made possible by the generous support of 
businesses and members of the local community 
who donate food and beverages for all to enjoy. 

Plein Air Exhibit & Sale
Friday & Saturday, September 28 & 29,  
10am–6pm
Escalante Community Center

The Plein Air Exhibit is the highlight of the festival 
and showcases all art submitted for the Plein Air 
Competition and Paint-Out events. The show 
includes entries in oil, pastel, watercolor, and 
other media that have been produced during the 
days leading up to the show by registered artists 
of all levels of experience. The exhibit is a great 
venue for purchasing art and seeing how the 
region’s rural and natural landscapes have been 
interpreted and captured on canvas or paper by 
artists from near and far. Most works are for sale 
via direct sales or the silent auction that closes on 
Saturday evening.

Overflow Art Sales Tent
Friday & Saturday, September 28 & 29, 
10am–6pm
Escalante Community Center Lawn

As many artists create more paintings during festi-
val week than can be entered into the competition, 
an overflow art sales tent is set up just outside the 
Community Center. Artworks displayed and sold 
from this tent are constantly changing, so stop by 
for that piece that has to go home with you. 

Plein Air Judges Talk
Friday, September 28, 9–10am
Escalante Community Center

If you’ve always wondered how judges of an art 
competition make decisions on who wins, this is 
an event you won’t want to miss. Join this year’s 
plein air competition judges Arlene Braithwaite, 
Graham Goff, and Gregory Summers to learn how 
they evaluate the work submitted and ultimately 
make decisions on who receives awards. 

on the cover: Lewis Williams, Just Leave it Alone, oil,  
2017 Artistic Excellence Award winner. 

please note!
All programming through-
out the festival is free and 
open to the public unless 
otherwise noted.*

Event venues are in the 
town of Escalante unless 
clearly noted otherwise. 
See venue map on pages 
16–17.

program design: Sandy Bell Design
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Quilt Exhibit
Friday & Saturday, September 28 & 29,  
10am–4pm, People’s Exchange

Every quilt has a story. Visit the Quilt Exhibit and 
enjoy the art, workmanship, and history of these 
beautiful quilts. 

Open Studios

Stained Antique Glass Studio & 
Historic Rock House Tour
Friday & Saturday, September 21 & 22, 
10am–5pm, and
Friday, September 28, 10am–5pm 
Historic Rock House Studio
4 miles west of Escalante on HWY 12 then  
1 mile west on Main Canyon Road (turn 
right onto dirt road by Slot Canyons Inn). 
CAUTION: low water crossing to access 
property—not suitable for low clearance 
vehicles. Limited parking available prior to 
creek.

Stop by to see how retired Art Festival Director, 
Sandy Larsen, creates abstract, eccentric glass 
windows made entirely from antique glass. Also 
visit the historic rock house, one of the first 
pioneer structures constructed in the area.

Driven to ART: Boulder Art Spaces
Thursday, September 27, 10am–3pm,  
various locations in Boulder

Take a drive east to Boulder and visit locations 
where local and regional art is on display and/or 
for sale. Stops on the tour include:

Anasazi State Park Museum (AM)
“Tale of Two Towns” watercolor exhibit and 
authentic Native American jewelry, fetishes 
and rugs.
Boulder Community Center (BC)
351 North 100 East. Utah Arts and Museum’s 
Traveling Exhibition: “Arrangements: A Survey 
of Utah Collage.” This exhibition combines 
collage works from some of Utah’s finest 
collage and mixed media artists.
Burr Trail Outpost (BT)
Corner of HWY 12 and Burr Trail Road. See a 
range of creations from local area artists and 
artisans.
Hell’s Backbone Grill (HB)
View original Venetian plaster works by New 
Mexico contemporary painter, Susie Protiva.
Pole’s Place Gallery and Gift Shop (PP)
Across from Anasazi State Park Museum. 
Paintings and sculptures by local artists as well 
as historic photographs.

Artist-in-Residence Exhibit
Friday & Saturday, September 28 & 29,  
10am–6pm, Escalante Community Center 

Graham Goff, an 
artist/architect, 
from Boze-
man, Montana 
is the 2018 
Grand Staircase-
Escalante National 
Monument Plein 

Air Artist in Residence. He will spend the month 
of September in and around the Escalante Region 
of GSENM creating art and doing events with the 
local community and schools. 

Featured Artist
Friday & Saturday, September 28 & 29,  
10am–6pm, Escalante Community Center

This year’s Featured Artist 
is Escalante painter, Shawn 
Miller. His art has been 
influenced by the unique 
settings of the places he has 
lived in the Dakotas and the 
wilds of Utah. 

Featured Vendor
Friday & Saturday, 
September 28 & 29, 
10am–6pm, Festival Hall, 
vendor booth

Featured vendor, Karen 
Rangitsch has been one of the steadfast vendors 
from the early years of the festival, sharing her 
lovely aprons, dolls, and other fabric art items. 

Exhibits
The Tale of Two Towns– 
Watercolor Exhibit
8am–6pm daily, Anasazi State Park Museum

This watercolor exhibit by Escalante artist Harriet 
Priska, is on display at Anasazi State Park 
Museum. Harriet, owner of Serenidad Gallery, has 
studied the local history and represented the early 
pioneer days showing the relationship between 
Boulder and Escalante as they were settled in the 
last part of the 19th century. 

Best of Show 2003–2017 Exhibit
View daily during business hours 
Escalante Kazan Medical Center

Stop by to see the Best of Show winning paintings 
dating back to the beginning of the festival. The 
collection features a variety of styles and types of 
artworks. Since the medical center opened the col-
lection has been on display here so the public has 
ready access to viewing and appreciating it. 

Plein Air Events 
Plein Air Award Ceremony  
& Reception
Saturday, September 29, 6–8pm
Escalante Community Center
Silent Auction closes: 6:30pm
Awards Presentation begins: 7pm

The festival closes with a reception and award  
ceremony open to all. Refreshments are served 
and a cash wine bar is available. The silent auction 
closes and winning bidders rejoice. More than 
$10,000 in awards are presented.

Festival Finale Breakfast*
Sunday, September 30, 9–11am
Kiva Koffeehouse, buffet-style, $13/person

This no-host breakfast at the close of the festival is 
the last opportunity to purchase art from festival 
artists. You never know what crazy art deals you 
might secure at this closing event.

Arts & Crafts Fair
Friday & Saturday, September 28 & 29,  
10am–6pm, Festival Plaza & Festival Hall

Artisans, artists, crafters, and food vendors 
from around the region come to Escalante each 
year to share their unique products with festival 
attendees. The Arts & Crafts Fair is great for find-
ing regionally made items that have a story to tell 
about the area and those who live and work here. 
Jewelry, ceramics, photography, wooden crafts, 
fiber goods and an array of items can be found. 

Local & Vendor Goods & Services 
Silent Auction
Friday, September 28, 10am–6pm, & 
Saturday, September 29 with bidding closing 
at 3pm, Festival Hall

Plan to stop by the Silent Auction that features 
goods and services from local area businesses and 
festival vendors to bid on items to help support 
festival programming. You never know what great 
items and fun services you might find to bid on.  
Be sure to bid often and generously!



6  escalante canyons art festival escalante canyons art festival  7

Carol Bold*
Reduction Linocut
Wednesday & Thursday, September 26–27, 
9am–4pm
Escalante Interagency Visitor Center 
Conference Room
Cost: $250 includes supplies. Minimum of 3, 
maximum of 12. Beginner to intermediate.  
Register at escalantecanyonsartfestival.org

In this two-day workshop Carol will show you 
how to design, carve, and print a multi-layered 
reduction print. She will guide you through how to 
design and prepare your image for the reduction 
process. You will learn how to transfer your design 
and techniques for proper linoleum block carving. 
And finally, you will learn registration methods for 
lining up each print and tips for effective inking 
and hand printing.

Participants will create at least one small edi-
tion of 3-layer reduction prints and gain knowl-
edge and experience to create their own new 
works at home.

The fee covers needed materials, but please 
bring a sketchbook, some simple design ideas, 
and plenty of enthusiasm.

Carol Bold is a 
painter and printmaker 
based in St. George, 
UT. She has exhibited 
her work in numerous 
shows and galleries 
throughout Southern 
Utah, California, Nevada 
and Maryland, and has 
received continued recog-
nition and awards for her 

work throughout the Southwest. Carol received 
Honorable Mention in 2014 at the ECAF Plein Air 
Competition and Best of Show for Oil/Acrylic in 
2015. When not in her studio, Carol spends her 
time hiking, exploring, camping with her family 
and drawing inspiration from the vast and beauti-
ful landscape that surrounds her.

R. Gregory Summers*
Unlimiting the Limited Palette
Monday, September 24, 8:30am–4pm
Meet in Escalante Interagency Visitor Center 
Conference Room
Cost: $110. Minimum of 6, maximum of 
14. All artistic ability levels with a basic 
understanding of the materials.  
Register at escalantecanyonsartfestival.org

This workshop will better prepare you for creating 
working studies, quickly and efficiently, of the 
landscapes that surround you. Focus on capturing 
the light, understanding the nuances of color and 
the effects of light.

Painting outdoors is not just going out, setting 
up an easel and starting to paint. It is more of a 
thought process that must be honed through con-
tinual trial and error. Greg will take you through 
the process of seeing, thinking, and learning to 
understand how and why “less is more”—taking 
in the vast amount of information and breaking it 
down into manageable portions through shapes, 
values and color, using a limited color palette.

Born in the Flint Hills, Greg Summers began 
his professional career at Hallmark Cards. A Mas-
ter Engraver, he now travels the country to paint 
plein air. Chosen in 2017 by the top American art 
publications for the “Artists of the New Century” 
exhibit at the Bennington Art Gallery, Summers 
has embraced the world of painting outdoors, 
winning awards from coast to coast alongside the 

nation’s best plein air and 
studio artists. Summers 
teaches painting workshops 
across the country as well 
as teaching staff at the Plein 
Air Convention and Expo. 

Scotty Mitchell Studio
Saturday, September 29, 10am–1pm  
and 2–5pm
Studio located off HWY 12 in Boulder. Follow 
driveway behind Circle Cliffs Motel to end. 
Studio is on right just past house.

Stop by Scotty’s studio to view many of her pastel 
works of the Escalante Canyon Country. Scotty 
is known for her ability to capture the changing 
light in this region, especially the interplay of 
our spectacular skies and clouds. She moved to 
Boulder in 1997 and has painted the magnificent 
surrounding landscapes on site since. 

Sculptured Furniture/
Primitive Pottery Gallery
Saturday, September 29, 1–2pm  
(studio tour begins at 1pm)
1540 W. Hwy. 12

David and Brigitte Delthony moved to 
Escalante in 1996 from Berlin, Germany. David’s 
sculptured furniture echoes the organic forms of 
red rock country while Brigitte’s primitive pottery 
is inspired by prehistoric cultures of the Colorado 
Plateau. Their work can be seen at Festival Hall, 
but more of their art can be seen during this open 
studio. 

G.K. Reiser 
Private Studio
Wednesday, 
September 26, 
11am–4pm
220 South 200 
West

G.K. Reiser invites 
you to explore 
his private gallery 
and studio where 
you will discover 
an ever changing 

contemporary oasis of paintings, sculpture and 
furniture. 

Serenidad Gallery
Thursday, September 27, 10am–3pm
170 South 100 West

Serenidad Gallery currently features the 
watercolors of Harriet Young Priska and oil 
paintings by Flagstaff, Arizona artist Rebekah 
Nordstrom. 

Harriet continues to “paint the town” by pre-
serving the pioneer charm of Escalante with her 
work. Her 2019 calendar of “Escalante and Boul-
der” and another of just “Boulder” will be available 
along with cards and prints of her paintings. 

Rebekah graduated form North Dakota State 
University with a BA in Interior Design. She ran 
an Architectural Illustration business for over 20 
years. In 2016, she decided to focus her attention 
on fine art. She is influenced by her Scandinavian 
heritage, being drawn to simple forms, and honest 

interpretation of 
place. Her love of 
being in nature, 
and her solitary 
spirit often finds 
her and her easel 
on backcountry 
adventures in 
beautiful North-
ern Arizona.

Open Studios Workshops
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Bonnie Griffith*
Pint ‘n Paint
Monday, September 24, 7–9pm 
4th West Pub
Cost: $20. Appetizers will be served 
and attendance limited to 20 (ages 21 
and over). Beer, wine, and cocktails 
available for purchase. RSVP to: info@
escalantecanyonsartfestival.org to reserve a 
space.

Paint along with award-winning artist Bonnie Zahn 
Griffith during this fun-filled evening at the 4th 
West Pub. All skill levels are invited.

Bonnie Griffith is an artist who paints the 
western landscape in pastel and oil. She captures 
the essence of the land in bold, strong color in a 
representational fashion. She has worked as a full 
time artist for 15+ years and part time since col-
lege. Her work is represented by galleries in Idaho, 
Washington, Montana, and Oregon. She was 
recently awarded the Grand Champion, Peoples’ 
Choice and Artist’s Choice awards at the Eagle 
Plein Air Festival in Eagle, ID.

Peggy Trigg & Gail Denton*
Shake, Rattle, and Roll—Get New Eyes,  
New Ears, and More Air in Your Head!
Monday, September 24, 1–4pm 
Escalante Interagency Visitor Center
Cost: $10. Limited to 15 participants.
RSVP to: info@escalantecanyonsartfestival.
org to reserve a space. 

Yes, you too can release and exchange your tight, 
controlled, anxious, rule-bound accuracy for see-
ing shapes (instead of leaves), values (instead of 
recipes) and passion (instead of cramped fingers). 
Explore color, shape, composition, and energy 
from a whole new perspective. Shake it up, rattle it 
around, and roll in the ecstasy of fresh insight.

This demonstration includes four mini mixed 
media lessons based on trusting your intuition 
with shapes, line, and value to create great compo-
sitions! Go from complete release of control with 
loose abstractions to rearranging design elements 
in your favorite landscape to increase composi-
tional success. You will leave with better eyesight 
for your landscape, fresh ears to hear what the 
painting wants, and more powerful compositions. 
Paint like nobody’s watching!

Gail Denton came to plein air painting in 2012 
from a rich 20 year background in textiles, natural 
dyes, natural fibers, weaving, spinning and surface 
design. 

Peggy Trigg is a native New Mexican, born in 
Santa Fe and raised on cattle ranches outside the 
ghost towns of Cerrillos and Madrid. She spent 22 
years teaching students ways to loosen up and to 
trust their instincts. She works in various material, 
including acrylic, oils and pastels.

Hands on Art
Graham Goff
Sketching Along the Escalante
Sunday, September 23, 9am–4pm 
Meet at Escalante Interagency Visitor Center 
Parking Lot
NOTE: Basic level of fitness to hike up to 
six miles on uneven terrain and carry food, 
water, and supplies for a day in the canyons 
required. All artistic skill levels encouraged. 
Please bring your favorite sketchbook and 
whatever you like to draw with. 
Limited to 10 participants. RSVP to info@
escalantecanyonsartfestival.org to reserve  
a space. 

Prepare for a lovely day of wandering through the 
Escalante River Canyon with the 2018 GSENM 
Artist in Residence, Graham Goff, and your 
sketchbook. For over two decades Graham has 
used simple and quick sketches to capture both 
landscapes and cityscapes while travelling. The 
beauty of these sketches is that they foster a 
deeper connection to and understanding of the 
location, and provide lasting memories of the 
experience. Graham estimates participants will 
complete 5–8 sketches during the day. He looks 
forward to spreading his enthusiasm for wild 
places and public lands and encouraging people 
to have a sense of adventure, both in experiencing 
the outdoors and in creating art.

The purpose of this workshop is to:
• Share simple sketching techniques.
• Share simple, economical materials that work 

well for sketching outdoors and on the go.
• Encourage participants to journal about their 

creative process and the places they experience.
Graham Goff, an artist/architect, from 

Bozeman, Montana is the 2018 Grand Staircase-
Escalante National Monument Plein Air Artist in 
Residence. 

Lyn Boyer*
Plein Air—The Joy of Observation
Sunday & Monday, September 30–October 1, 
9am–6pm
Escalante Interagency Visitor Center 
Conference Room
Cost: $275. Minimum of 8, maximum of 12. 
Intermediate to advanced levels.
Register at escalantecanyonsartfestival.org

Each group and each student is unique! Lyn’s goal 
is to help you find your “next step” whatever level 
you are. To bring more clarity to your work and to 
learn to paint with intent. To continue the journey 
from ‘painting’ to becoming a ‘painter’. And most 
importantly—how to develop the mindset of ‘prac-
tice’ that leads to successful ‘performance’.

Day 1: Lyn will be doing a demo start to finish, 
explaining her thought process for each step, aid-
ing you in developing a personal methodology that 
will work for you. We will discuss how to approach 
your creative process—concept, scene selection 
and preparation, allowing time for you to work 
through the process to prepare the groundwork 
for the next days painting.

Day 2: Will be devoted entirely to painting, 
allowing you to ‘work the problem’—putting into 
practice concepts we’ve covered. Bring your ques-
tions and your curiosity.

Lyn Boyer is an award-
winning plein air and studio 
oil painter with works that 
hang in private collections 
across the United States. She 
travels painting ‘en plein air’ 
and teaching for more than 
half the year before heading 

back to her studio in Durango, Colorado for the 
winter. She’s garnered awards from the Oil Paint-
ers of America, Fine Art Connoisseur Magazine, 
and the American Institute of Graphic Arts, among 
others.

Workshops
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design. Over the next twenty years, Allen refined 
his artistic skills in the digital world developing 
video games for companies like Disney, Microsoft, 
and Take Two. It was during this time that Allen 
re-discovered the joys and challenges of landscape 
painting right in his backyard. Allen sees Utah as a 
painter’s paradise and a “university” for teaching 
the plein air artist.

Jill Simkins
Colorful Watercolor Portraits
Tuesday, September 25, 3–5pm
Escalante Community Center

In this demonstration you 
will learn how to draw 
your image on paper 
using basic guidelines of 
feature placement and 
composition and how 
to find symmetry and 
balance of eyes, ears, 
and nose, creating a 
likeness of your subject. 
Watercolor is an exciting 
medium to work with 

because it has a mind of its own which makes 
your portraits interesting and unpredictable. Bring 
a ruler, sketchbook and pencil to this demo, you 
will be doing some basic sketches.

Read more about Jill Simkins on page 10.

Demonstrations
Bonnie Griffith
Pastel Painting Landscapes
Saturday, September 22, 2–4pm
Escalante Community Center

Watch Bonnie Griffith’s demonstration and punch 
up your pastel painting skills! Bonnie will share 

the pastel techniques 
that she uses to create 
dynamic landscapes in the 
studio and in plein air. 

Read more about  
Bonnie Griffith on  
page 9.

Allen Brockbank
Moonlighting—Extend Your Painting Day 
with a Nocturne
Saturday, September 22, 8:30–10pm
Meet at Vagabond Inn

Bring your painting gear and a headlamp so you 
can paint with the group—or just bring a chair 
and watch. This demo will go over the principles 
that contribute to a successful nocturne.

Allen Brockbank learned his love for art at 
home. His father was an outdoor enthusiast who 
led Allen on mountain climbs and backpacking 
trips across the American west. His mother was 
an accomplished watercolor artist with a love 
of the landscape; Allen and his mother painted 

together often. Allen 
earned a fine arts degree 
from Brigham Young 
University where he met 
his wife Janice. They 
settled in Centerville, Utah 
where Allen began his 
career in computer game 

Jill Simkins*
Mosaics
Saturday, September 29, 10am–noon
Hands on Art Tent, Festival Plaza 
Cost: $10. Limited to 15 participants. RSVP 
to info@escalantecanyonsartfestival.org to 
reserve a space. If you have them, bring old 
dishes or other ceramic and plastic items, a 
hammer, an old kitchen knife, safety glasses, 
and rubber gloves.

Learn the easy 
process of using 
bits and pieces 
of glass, broken 
plates, or small 
objects to create 
an interesting, 
textured piece 
of art. 

Jill Simkins 
is an organic 

vegetable farmer who creates art in many medi-
ums. Living her life working outside in the soil 
and discovering this beautiful world by hiking, 
backpacking, catering horse-pack trips in the High 
Uintas, river rafting, or camping in her vintage 
trailer, has given her a great respect and love for 
the outdoors which she attempts to capture on 
canvas. Her work has been sold in several gallery’s 
throughout the west. 

Bonnie Griffith*
Alcohol Inks on Tiles
Saturday, September 29, 2–4pm
Hands on Art Tent, Festival Plaza 
Cost: $10. Bring latex or vinyl gloves, and 
wear old clothes or bring an apron.

Get ready to create! Use alcohol-based inks to 
create impressionistic or abstract art on ceramic 
tiles and Yupo paper. The inks are brilliant in color 
and can blend in freeform patterns or be applied 
with a brush for more controlled designs. The tiles 
can be used as coasters or displayed as decorative 

masterpieces. 
This is a medium 
that is enjoyed 
by artists of all 
levels!

Kevin Peterson*
Drum and Rattle Making
Friday & Saturday, September 28–29, 
11am–4pm 
Escalante Community Center Lawn
NOTE: Drum-making begins both days 
11am. Rattles made on a drop-by basis.
Cost: 18-in. drum: $175 / 18-in. drum and 
rattle: $200 / rattle only: $35.

Kevin Peterson, 
long-time Escalante 
resident and the 
official drum maker 
for both the Hopi 
and Navajo Indian 
Nations, will be 
instructing how to 
make authentic Native 
American drums to 
take home on the lawn 
outside the Commu-
nity Center both days 
of the festival. For 

those not adventurous enough to tackle making a 
drum, he will work with you on making a rattle.

Interagency Park Rangers
Dinosaur Mask-making
Friday, September 28, 3–4pm &  
Saturday, September 29, 12:30–1:30pm 
Hands on Art Tent, Festival Plaza

Calling kids of all 
ages. Especially those 
who love dinosaurs. 
Make and decorate a 
dinosaur mask and 
learn a little about the 
wonderful dinosaurs 
discovered near your 
home! 

Hands on Art
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on a southwest trip in the early nineties led Mitch-
ell to move to Boulder in 1997. She is an onsite 
painter, taking her drawing board, pastels and 
easel out into nature. Her work unites the abstrac-
tion of form, light, and rhythm, with the deep 
particularity of her specific. She finds painting on 
site is the best way to convey the vitality and spirit 
of her subject. Scotty loves to hike to remote spots 
to paint. On cold or windy days she paints from a 
large picture window in her vintage RV, Aphrodite. 
Her work is a joyous celebration of the land. 

Scott Geary
Basics of Watercolor Painting
Thursday, September 27, noon–2pm
Meet at Escalante Town Park

Join 2017 GSENM Artist in Residence, Scott 
Geary to learn the basics of watercolor painting 
outdoors. Scott will share how he travels light to 
capture natural settings away from the roads in 
more remote settings. This is Scott’s favorite way 
to paint and he’s excited to share his techniques 
with others.

nature of life and “it’s constant state of flux” her 
paintings reflect the dynamics of the composition 
and the movement of color of a given site. 
Cynthia primarily uses the palette knife to create 
rich moving images. The energy created in her 
work sets her work apart and has garnered her 
numerous awards, inclusion in several prestigious 
exhibits and invites into galleries, as well as being 
featured in online as well as hard copy magazine 
articles (most recently Plein Air Magazine’s Feb/
March issue, and American Art Collector’s March 
issue). 

Peggy Trigg is a native 
New Mexican. She was 
born in Santa Fe and raised 
on cattle ranches outside 
the ghost towns of Cerrillos 
and Madrid. Peggy now 
lives in Questa, NM and 
spends her days painting 
the landscapes that 

surround her. Whether working in acrylics or oils, 
Peggy focuses her paintings on color, shapes and 
energy. She works fast, trying to capture the spirit 
of the land, not the actual representation. You can 
most often find her outside painting in the Rio 
Grande del Norte National Monument, especially 
at the Wild Rivers Recreation Area. Peggy has 
gained Signature Member status in the Plein 
Air Painters of New Mexico. She is represented 
by Wilder Nightingale Gallery in Taos, La Mesa 
Gallery on Canyon Road in Santa Fe and Weyrich’s 
Gallery in Albuquerque.

Scotty Mitchell
Capturing Plein Air Light and Form  
with Pastel
Thursday, September 27, 8–9:30am 
Meet at Hwy 12, Mile Marker 76.5 between 
Calf Creek and Hogback 

Scotty Mitchell will start a pastel drawing on site 
with a running commentary about how she goes 
about making the painting, the choices and the 
process. The exact location along HWY 12 will 
be decided nearer to the time, as the light and 
shadows continually change and are an important 
component of the choice of subject matter.

Scotty moved to Boulder,Utah in 1997, capti-
vated by the immense space and incredible variety 
of color and form, the earth showing off its bones. 
Mitchell went to art school in Italy and graduated 
from the Academy of Fine arts in Rome in 1971. In 
1975 she went on a painting trip to Crete, Greece 
and stayed for 20 years. Falling in love with Utah 

Women of Plein Air: Group 
Demonstration
Wednesday, September 26, 4–6pm
Slot Canyons Inn

A late afternoon group demonstration has become 
a festival favorite where artists and those who 
enjoy the creation of art gather to watch differ-
ent artists, with different styles and approaches, 
tackle a similar landscape to create a painting in a 
couple hours. 

The following are the 2018 artists participating 
in this year’s group demonstration:

Emily Boespflug grew up 
in Northern Wyoming with 
few distractions, inspired by 
nature and sharing that love 
through realistic represen-
tations in pastel and pencil 
as a child. Upon receiving 
her BFA, she combined 

her passion for the healing arts and teaching in a 
two-year art therapy internship before heading to 
the far southeast corner of the US to pursue a life-
long dream—learning to hang glide. Emily’s mural 
business was also flourishing when she decided 
to head back out West in 2003. For the past 10 
years she has taught classes and held positions 
as Youth/Outreach Director and Painting Studio 
Manager for the Art Association of Jackson Hole. 
She is currently a practicing artist, as well as face 
painter and art teacher. 

Carol Johansen is a land-
scape artist living part time 
in rural Utah and Boise, 
Idaho. She enjoys traveling 
extensively throughout 
the West exploring the 
space and rhythm of her 
surroundings, employing 
strokes of expressive color. 

Carol prefers to paint directly from life, painting 
en plein air scenes filled with the ever changing 
landscape from daylight into dark. She graduated 
with a Bachelor Degree from Brigham Young 
University, Provo, Utah.

Living in Vermont and 
with a background in 
non-objective art, it is 
totally understandable that 
Cynthia Rosen paints 
“plein air with a twist” 
as she calls it. Given her 
interest in the ephemeral 

Rae Ellen Lee
Mixed Media Paintings That Tell Stories
Wednesday, September 26, 2–4pm 
Escalante Community Center

Rae Ellen will show how she incorporates mixed 
media elements in her plein air paintings. She’ll 
combine collage elements, local stories, acrylic 
paint, even bits of tin foil to create a colorful and 
contemporary piece of art. She’ll also discuss the 
interplay between forms, and the negative spaces 
they create, so elements appear to be having a 
conversation.

As an author, she enjoys incorporating local 
lore into a landscape painting, and will share how 
to find good stories. Working with mixed media is 
more akin to studio work than traditional plein air 
and Rae Ellen will talk about the logistics of setting 
up and working on location.

Rae Ellen Lee is an artist and author living 
near Bellingham, WA. She and her trusty compan-
ion dog, Sudsie, are a therapy team. After growing 
up on a stump ranch in Northern Idaho, and later, 
working as a Forest Service landscape architect in 
Idaho and Montana, she continues her love affair 
with the outdoors.

While Rae Ellen has always enjoyed hiking and 
sketching, she describes herself as a studio artist 
who enjoys participating in plein air events. Her 
mixed media art can be found in many private col-
lections, at Allied Arts in Bellingham, and in wait-
ing rooms, breweries, and even an outhouse or 

two. She won a merit 
award at the 2015 
Escalante Canyons Art 
Festival. 

Demonstrations
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Kit Frost
The iPhone: So Much More than a Selfie
Friday, September 28, 11am–12:30pm
Escalante Interagency Visitor Center

Today’s smartphones include a wide variety of 
apps for image making. Photos, videos, time lapse 
sequences are just a small sampling of what is 
available for using your phone. Kit Frost uses her 
phone as a sketchbook, as a digital camera, as a 
video production tool and for time lapse photog-
raphy. This program is designed to teach you to 
use the camera that is most often with you—your 
phone. Kit will demonstrate the simple techniques 
needed to take terrific photos with your smart-
phone. Participants will learn how to use your 
phone to make photos, including panoramics and 
timelapses, and create short video sequences.

Kit Frost lives and teaches photography work-
shops in Durango, Colorado, and throughout the 
West. She has served as an artist-in-residence in a 
dozen national parks and monuments. She draws 
inspiration from the work of Thomas Moran, 
Ansel Adams, Christopher 
Burkett, Georgia O’Keeffe 
and Brett Weston, shar-
ing an affinity with the 
monumental aspects of the 
American landscape and 
a dialog with light that is 
ever-changing and elusive.

Paula McNeill
The Life and Works of 2018 Featured Artist: 
Shawn Miller and Featured Vendor:  
Karen Rangitsch
Friday, September 28, 1–2:30pm
Escalante Interagency Visitor Center

Join Paula L. McNeill in a discussion of the 
inspirations, processes, and resulting work of 
this year’s Featured Artist, Shawn Miller and 
Featured Vendor, Karen Rangitsch. McNeill is an 
art educator and photographer who divides her 
time between Valdosta, Georgia, where she was 
on the art faculty at Valdosta State University and 

Demonstrations 
Paint-Around
Thursday, September 27, 3–5pm
Escalante Heritage Center

The Paint Around is 
an event where teams 
of artists each “paint-
around” to create 
paintings. Teams have 
2 hours to finish the 
painting, each member 

taking 15 minute turns. This fun, fast paced event 
coincides with the All-Paint at the Heritage Center. 
Come watch this fun activity as  the invited artists 
take turns putting their unique spin on a painting!

The completed paintings will be displayed at 
the Community Center as part of the Plein Air 
competition silent auction. All proceeds will be 
donated to the Escalante Elementary Art Program. 
Oil Team 1: Lyn Boyer, Brad Holt, Carol Johansen, 
Bradley Spencer
Oil Team 2: Allen Brockbank, Gunther 
Haidenthaller, Stephen Stauffer, Greg Summers
Watercolor Team: Katy Fox, Sue Martin,  
Harriet Priska, Sue Tyler
Pastel Team: Emily Boesfplug, Bonnie Griffith, 
Chris Haycock, Nancy Lewis

Cynthia Rosen-Malter
The Expressive Landscape
Friday, September 28, 12:30–2:30pm
Meet at Escalante Town Park

Cynthia will 
talk about how 
she chooses a 
site, demon-
strate deci-
sions regarding 
the dynamics 
of composi-
tion and color 

choices. Cynthia primarily uses the palette knife 
to create rich moving images—she will discuss 
stroke direction and how it helps to direct the 
viewer’s eye and create movement within the 
image.

Cynthia paints “plein air with a twist.” Given 
her interest in the ephemeral nature of life and 
“it’s constant state of flux” her paintings reflect 
the dynamics of the composition and the move-
ment of color. The energy created in her work has 
garnered her numerous awards, and inclusion in 
several prestigious exhibits. 

Bo Earls
Flint Knapping
Friday, September 28, 2–3pm,
Hands on Art Tent, Festival Plaza,  
and Saturday, September 29, 2–3pm, 
Escalante Interagency Visitor Center

Bo Earls moved to Utah in 1996 from South 
Carolina to attend college at Utah Valley State 
College in Orem, Utah. While visiting Moab 
in 1999, Bo noticed finely crafted arrowheads, 
arrows, and knives for sale in many of the 
stores. Being the ‘thrifty” person that Bo is, he 
decided to learn how to make his own modern 
lithic replications rather than pay for a piece that 
someone had made. Fifteen years later, Bo is now 
an experienced knapper whom still considers 
himself an amateur of the skill. 

In February of 2005, Bo decided to share his 
knowledge with anyone who shared his desire and 
fascination with primitive skills such as knapping. 
In June of this year, he decided to retire from his 
real job and flint-knap full time. Most notably, 
Bo’s work currently resides on display at multiple 
museums and state parks all across Southern 
Utah.

Speaker Series 
Shawn Duffy
The First Star People
Wednesday, September 26, 8–9:30pm
Escalante Interagency Visitor Center
NOTE: Program to begin inside visitor center 
transitioning to star viewing outside using 
large telescopes.

People come from all over the world to enjoy 
the dark clear skies of the Southwest. Free from 
light pollution, the skies offer beauty and insight 
into the universe. Astronomy has been practiced 
here for thousands of years and although native 
cultures did not leave much in the way of written 
records, they left enough evidence behind to show 
that they had a keen interest in and a vast knowl-

edge of the stars , sun, 
and moon. This raises the 
question: Why are Native 
Americans astronomers?

A park ranger for 34 
years, Shawn Duffy has 
been studying cultural and 
natural history throughout 
the west and combines 
the two in his astronomy 
programs. 

KEYNOTE PROGRAM

The Colorado: The Film
Friday, September 28, 7pm 
Escalante High School Auditorium

For five million years the Colorado has carved 
some of the most majestic landscapes on the 
planet. It has also become the lifeline of a vast 
portion of North America, providing the water 
that sustains nearly forty million people, half a 
dozen major cities, and an immense agricultural 
empire. Because of these demands, the river is 
so overused and overpromised that it no longer 
flows to the sea or nourishes its delta. The Colo-
rado, set to music by today’s leading composers 
and narrated by the stage legend Mark Rylance, 
takes us on a journey in nine chapters through 
the prehistoric settlements of the region, the 
period of European exploration, the dam-building 
era, modern industrial agriculture and immigra-
tion, and the impact of climate change. The 
Grammy-winning vocal ensemble Roomful of 
Teeth, cellist Jeffrey Zeigler (Kronos Quartet), and 
composer-percussionist Glenn Kotche(Wilco) 
perform the film’s exhilarating score.

Join director and producer, Murat Eyuboglu and 
author of the accompanying text book, Christa 
Sadler, after the screening for a discussion of 
the film, the river, the book, and other topics of 
interest.
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Join us as author and river guide Christa 
Sadler introduces Powell the man, the scientist, 
the explorer, and the policy maker, from her new 
book, The Colorado.

Marsha Holland
Southern Utah Oral History Project: A 
Record of Living with the Land
Saturday, September 29, 3–4:30pm
Escalante Interagency Visitor Center

Historian Marsha Holland, Tropic, Utah, 
resident has been visiting with local residents 
recording their stories for several years. This 
oral history project was one of the first Grand 
Staircase-Escalante National Monument science 

initiatives. 
Since 1998, 
historians have 
gathered nearly 
300 interviews 
from longtime 
residents, 
documenting 
cultural ties to 
wild country in 
and around the 
Monument.

Christa Sadler
Seeing Things Whole: John Wesley Powell and 
an Understanding of the American West 
Saturday, September 29, 1–2:30pm
Escalante Interagency Visitor Center

Although most people are familiar with John 
Wesley Powell as the intrepid one-armed Civil War 
veteran who became the first European to explore 
the canyons of the Colorado and Green Rivers 
in 1869 and again in 1871–72, it is the work that 
Powell did following his epic journeys for which 
he truly should be famous. Powell understood the 
challenges of life in a land of little water like few 
others of his time, and his ideas for settlement 
of this region were visionary. As water becomes 
scarcer and more precious in the West, Powell’s 
ideas may provide valuable guidance for water 
managers at all levels in the coming decades. 

Scott Richardson
Monumental Dinosaurs
Friday, September 28, 3:30–4:30pm
Escalante Interagency Visitor Center

This program will condense Scott’s 16 years 
of working in the Kaiparowits Plateau with 
Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument 
paleotologist, Dr. Alan Titus, as he shares a 
myriad of stories, photos, finds and excavations.

Scott Richardson has a B.S. in geological 
engineering and worked in mineral exploration 
and environmental management before volun-
teering at the Museum of Northern Arizona in 
paleontology. Since meeting Dr. Titus in 2002, he 
has been involved in all aspects of paleontology at 
the Monument. His discoveries include Kosmo-
ceratops richardsoni, Lythronax argestes and other 
Cretaceous animals.

summers in Escalante, Utah, where her family has 
had a summer home since 1980. For more than 
ten years, McNeill has documented the art and 
lives of visual artists in southern Utah through 
video-taped oral history interviews. 

This year’s Featured Artist is Escalante painter, 
Shawn Miller. His art has been influenced by 
the unique settings of the places he has lived in 

the Dakotas and Utah. Shawn 
shares his love of this special 
area through his art as his 
appreciation of the natural 
patterns in rocks, geology and 
plant life can easily be seen in 
his paintings.

Featured Vendor, Karen Rangitsch has 
been one of the steadfast vendors from the early 
years of the festival, shar-
ing her lovely aprons, dolls, 
and other fabric art items. 
Having recently relocated to 
St. George, Karen continues 
to support a number of com-
munity events and projects, 
including the arts festival. 
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Speaker Series 
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Festival Venues in Escalante:
CC  Escalante Community Center
FH  Festival Hall
FP  Festival Plaza
FS  Escalante Fire Station
HC  Escalante Heritage Center
HS  Escalante High School
KK  Kiva Koffeehouse
MC  Escalante Kazan Medical Center
PB  4th West Pub
PE  People’s Exchange
RH  Rock House Studio
RS  Reiser Studio
SC  Slot Canyons Inn
SF  Sculpted Furniture/Pottery
SG  Serenidad Gallery
SH  Historic Escalante Showhouse 
TP  Escalante Town Park
VC  Escalante Interagency Visitor Center
VI  Vagabond Inn

Festival Venues in Boulder:
AM Anasazi State Park Museum
BC  Boulder Community Center
BT  Burr Trail Outpost
HB  Hell’s Backbone Grill
PP  Pole’s Place Gallery
SM  Scotty Mitchell Studio
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Special Programs

Friday, September 21, 2018, 6–9pm  
Escalante High School

For the second year we are presenting an evening 
of film selections from Wild & Scenic Film Festival 
to celebrate film as a part of the art festival. The 
festival will feature films on a variety of subjects 
from rivers and adventure to wildlife. More info 
about the films can be found on festival website.

Film List
The Salmon Will Run
Blue Ventures
The Refuge
Tenkara Kid
Yellowstone’s Northern Range
The Elwha Undammed
Waters of the West*
One Hundred Thousand Beating Hearts
The Mirnavator
Think Like a Scientist: Boundaries
Forget Shorter Showers
Irreparable Harm
*special film selection

FILM
FEST

Tenkara Kid

Blue Ventures

Waters of the West

Think Like a Scientist: Boundaries

Wild & Scenic

Women of Plein Air Panel 
Discussion
Saturday, September 29, 9–10am 
Escalante Community Center

The women who participated in the Group 
Demonstration earlier in the week will convene 
to discuss how they approach their art, what 
inspires them, and the influences on their work. 
The discussion will be facilitated by Sandy Larsen, 
retired art festival director. Those participating in 
the panel include:

Artists’ Jam Session
Tuesday, September 25, 7–9pm 
Vagabond Inn Barn

All artists and musicians 
are invited to bring their 
instruments to this open-
jam gathering. Come listen 
to your favorite artists show 
off their musical talents!

Escalante Historic District Tours
Thursday, September 27, 9–10am
and Saturday, September 29, 10–11am
People’s Exchange

Escalante was added 
to the National 
Register of Historic 
Places in 2013 as a 
National Historic 
District with areas of 
noted significance in 
architecture, social 
history, commerce, 

agriculture, and exploration/settlement. Meet at 
the People’s Exchange, one of Escalante’s most 
photographed historic buildings, to take a walking 
tour to learn more about many of the historic 
structures within the district.

Tour will be led by Dr. Larry Barnes, co-owner 
of the People’s Exchange, an 1899 co-op store 
on old Main Street, Escalante. His interest in 
Escalante history has led to several invitations to 
give lectures and to assist in preparation of the 
guide to the Escalante National Historic District.

Escalante Fire Department Breakfast
Saturday, September 29, 7–10am 
Escalante Fire Station

Make plans to swing by the Escalante Fire 
Station to enjoy a yummy breakfast served up by 
Escalante Emergency Medical Response (EMT) 
and Fire Department Volunteers. Proceeds from 

this breakfast go to support 
the amazing work of our 
volunteer fire department and 
EMTs. Go show them some 
love and leave with a full 
tummy to boot!

Carol Johansen
Mt. Pleasant, UT

Emily Boespflug
Jackson, WY

Cynthia Rosen
Dorset, VT

Peggy Trigg
Questa, NM

Co-sponsors
Boulder Arts Council
Glen Canyon Natural History Association
Grand Staircase Escalante Partners
Wild & Scenic Film Festival

More info about group demonstration artists is 
located on pages 12–13.
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Entertainment
All programming is free and open to the 
public unless otherwise noted.*

Friday, September 28
All entertainment is performed on the Festival Stage 
on the north end of Festival Plaza unless noted 
otherwise. 

10:30–11:30am  Bob Phillips

Montana-born singer-
songwriter Bob Phillips 
writes and performs 
in the tradition of 
American roots music, 
offering an authentic 
and musically 
compelling look at 

life, the world and ourselves. Diverse musical 
styles color his tunes, which range from gritty rock 
anti-war anthems to rebel folk and country-blues. 
With diverse musical influences ranging from John 
Prine and Bob Dylan to Bob Marley and Townes 
Van Zandt, Phillips sometimes expresses a biting 
look at the modern world. At other times, melodic 
ballads express a poetic free-spiritedness, love for 
landscapes and yearning for discovery that is also 
at its roots very American. 

Noon–1:30pm  Shiloh Rising

Shiloh Rising is a husband-wife duo who have 
been writing and performing together for more 
than 20 years. Their eclectic repertoire includes 
much original music blending folk, country, blue-
grass, and rock influences—in short, their own 
interpretation of Western Americana. Their songs 
reflect the experiences, love, and joy of life lived in 
the American West over the past 50 years. 

2:00–3:30pm   
Kate MacCleod

Kate MacLeod’s voice 
is said to sound as 
pure as water from 

a mountain stream. And while singing from the 
Wasatch Mountains in Utah, her highly acclaimed 
songs often precede her as other artists, such as 
Laurie Lewis and Mollie O’Brien, sing them on 
stages across the country.

4:00–5:30pm   
Jessica Frogley and Carl Dede

Jessica and Carl play 
all the bluesy, jazzy, 
soulful favorites from 
the great American 
songbook. They draw 
inspiration from 
Ella Fitzgerald, Billy 
Holliday, Count Basey, 
Duke Ellington, Bill 
Evans . . . the list could 
go on.

Saturday, September 29
All entertainment is performed on the Festival Stage 
on the north end of Festival Plaza unless noted 
otherwise.

10:30–11:30am  Salt Gulch All Stars

Salt Gulch All Stars is a group of friends who have 
been playing together on and off over the years. 
We love to play music! And make people DANCE!!  
They play a mix of familiar songs—but with the All 
Stars personal twist.

Noon–1:30pm  Matt Burke

Matt Burke is an accomplished singer, songwriter, 
band leader, and entertainer with more than 
15 years of performance history under his belt. 
Originally from DeLand, Florida, Burke moved 
to Chicago in 2006 to pursue a career in music 
and hone his craft as a songwriter and performer. 
The Matt Burke Band’s debut album, Pretty Close 
to Very Good was released in 2010 to critical 
acclaim across a wide range of music blogs and 
online publications. In 2014, Burke moved back 
to his home state of Florida to further develop a 
growing fan base in the sunshine state. The Matt 
Burke Band’s new EP was released in early 2018, 
and pulls heavily from the blues influences Burke 
was exposed to during his stay in Chicago. Burke 
is a talented singer/songwriter and captivating 
performer, whether on stage solo with an acoustic 
guitar or fronting a full five-piece band.

2:00–3:30pm  
David Gerald

David Gerald, 
the son of rural 
Mississippi 
born and raised 
parents, grew up 
to the sounds 
of the blues and 
R&B music in 
his hometown, 
Detroit. He’s the 
youngest of 11 children, 6 of whom were born and 
partly raised in Mississippi. “Because segrega-
tion and racial discrimination were so bad in 
Mississippi at the time, my dad moved the family 
north to Detroit when he was 33, so we’d have 
a better chance at the American dream.” Gerald 
started playing guitar at the age of 15, influenced 
by Prince and 80’s rock guitarists. He rediscovered 
the blues and listened to the music of Albert King, 
ZZ Hill, B.B. King, and Stevie Ray Vaughan, to 
name just a few.

4:00–5:30pm  No Strings

Grand Junction, Colorado-based duo “No Strings” 
is a very diverse pair who put their own spin on 
just about all styles of music—Americana, Folk, 
Jug Band, Country, Southern Rock, American Pop, 
and Show Tunes, with a combined ninety + years 
of playing experience! Songwriter Kenny Daniels 
plays guitar and vocals. Duane Moore plays the 
South American box drum called a cajon and 
provides vocal enhancement.

Evening Music
Matt Burke
Friday, September 28, 8–11pm 
4th West Pub 

Songwriter Matt Burke is featured at this 
special evening performance.

David Gerald and No Strings
Saturday, September 29,  
8:30–11:30pm 
Historic Escalante Showhouse

Celebrate after the Plein Air Awards 
Ceremony with an evening of music from 
bluesman David Gerald and songwriter/
performers No Strings. 
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Schedule at a Glance
All programming is free and open to the public 
unless otherwise noted.*

■	PLEIN AIR EVENTS AND EXHIBITS
■	DEMOS/WORKSHOPS/OPEN STUDIOS
■	SPEAKER SERIES
■	ENTERTAINMENT
■	SPECIAL PROGRAMS

8 am

9 am

10 am

11 am

noon

1 pm

2 pm

3 pm

4 pm

5 pm

6 pm

7 pm

8 pm

9 pm

Bonnie Griffith
DEMO
Pastel Painting  
Landscapes
2–4pm
(CC)

Schedule at a Glance
All programming is free and open to the public 
unless otherwise noted.*

Wild & Scenic
Film Fest 
SPECIAL
PROGRAMS
6–9pm
HS

Friday, Sept 21 Saturday, Sept 22 Sun, Sept 23 Monday, Sept 24

■	PLEIN AIR EVENTS AND EXHIBITS
■	DEMOS/WORKSHOPS/OPEN STUDIOS/
 HANDS ON ART
■	SPEAKER SERIES
■	ENTERTAINMENT
■	SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Allen  
Brockbank
DEMO
Moonlighting
8:30–10pm
(VI)

Graham Goff
HANDS on 
ART
Sketching Along 
the Escalante
9am–4pm
(VC)

Peggy Trigg & 
Gail Denton*
HANDS on ART
Shake, Rattle, 
& Roll
1–4pm
(VC)

Artist Wine 
& Cheese 
Welcome*
6–9pm
(VI) Bonnie Griffith*

HANDS on ART
Pint ‘n Paint
7–9pm
(PB)

Stained 
Antique Glass 
Studio
OPEN STUDIO
10am–5pm
(RH)

R. Gregory
Summers*
WORKSHOP
Unlimiting 
the Limited 
Palette
8:30am–4pm
(VC)

Stained 
Antique Glass 
Studio
OPEN STUDIO
10am–5pm
(RH)
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8 am

9 am

10 am

11 am

noon

1 pm

2 pm

3 pm

4 pm

5 pm

6 pm

7 pm

8 pm

9 pm

Scotty Mitchell
DEMO
Pastel
8–9:30am
hwy 12, 
mile marker  
76.5

Artists’  
Reception*
7–9pm
(VC)

Jill Simkins
DEMO
Watercolor 
Portraits
3–5pm
(CC)

Women of
Plein Air
DEMOS
4–6pm
(SC)

Jam Session
SPECIAL
PROGRAMS
7–9pm
(VI)

Paint-Around
3–5pm
(HC)

Carol Bold*
WORKSHOP
Reduction 
Linocut
9am–4pm
(VC)

Carol Bold*
WORKSHOP
Reduction 
Linocut
9am–4pm
(VC)

Serenidad 
Gallery
OPEN STUDIO
10am–3pm
(SG)

Scott Geary
DEMO
Watercolor 
Basics 
noon–2pm
(TP)

Shawn Duffy 
SPEAKER
The First Star People
8–9:30pm (VC)

Celebrate 
Scenic Byway 
12 Paint Out
7am–5pm

Stamp-in:  
7am–noon 
Submission:  
2pm–5pm
(CC)

G. K. Reiser
OPEN STUDIO
11am–4pm
(RS)

Artists
All-Paint
4–6pm
(HC)

Walking Tour 
SPECIAL
PROGRAMS
9–10am
(PE)

Rae Ellen Lee
DEMO
Mixed Media 
Paintings
2–4pm
(CC)

ESCALANTE LOCATIONS:
CC   Community Center
FH   Festival Hall
FP   Festival Plaza
FS Escalante Fire Station
HC  Escalante Heritage   
 Center
HS   Escalante High School
KK   Kiva Koffeehouse

MC Kazan Medical Center
PB 4th West Pub
PE   People’s Exchange
RH Rock House Studio
RS  Reiser Studio
SC Slot Canyons Inn
SF   Sculpted Furniture/  
 Pottery
SG  Serenidad Gallery

SH Historic Escalante   
 Showhouse
TP   Town Park
VC   Escalante Visitor Center
VI Vagabond Inn

BOULDER LOCATIONS:
AM  Anasazi State Park   
 Museum
BC Boulder Community   
 Center
BT Burr Trail Outpost 
HB Hell’s Backbone Grill
PP Pole’s Place Gallery
SM Scotty Mitchell Studio

Tues, Sept 25

Driven to 
ART: Boulder 
Art Spaces
EXHIBITS
10am–3pm
(AM)
(BC)
(BT)
(HB)
(PP)

Wednesday, Sept 26 Thursday, Sept 27

Best of 
Show
EXHIBIT
*Runs daily 
during busi-
ness hours 
throughout 
festival
(MC)

The Tale of Two Towns
EXHIBIT
*Runs daily 8am–6pm 
throughout festival
(AM)
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Friday, Sept 28

8 am

9 am

10 am

11 am

noon

1 pm

2 pm

3 pm

4 pm

5 pm

6 pm

7 pm

8 pm

9 pm

Artist-in-
Residence
EXHIBIT
10am–6pm
(CC) 

Quilts
EXHIBIT
10am–4pm
(PE)

Featured  
Artist
EXHIBIT
10am–6pm
(CC)

Featured  
Vendor
EXHIBIT
10am–6pm
(FH)

Plein Air 
Exhibit &  
Art Sale
10am–6pm
(CC)

Overflow Art 
Sales in the 
Tent
10am–6pm
(FP)

Arts & Crafts
Fair
10am–6pm
(FP & FH)

Local & 
Vendor Goods 
& Services 
Silent Auction
10am–6pm
(FH)

Schedule at a Glance
All programming is free and open to the public 
unless otherwise noted.*

■	PLEIN AIR EVENTS AND EXHIBITS
■	DEMOS/WORKSHOPS/OPEN STUDIOS/
 HANDS ON ART
■	SPEAKER SERIES
■	ENTERTAINMENT
■	SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Judges Talk
9–10am
(CC)

Cynthia 
Rosen-Malter
DEMO
Expressive 
Landscape
12:30–2:30pm
(TP)

Kevin  
Peterson*
HANDS on ART
Drum and Rattle 
Making
11am–4pm
(CC)

Friday, Sept 28 continued

8 am

9 am

10 am

11 am

noon –12:30p

1 pm

2 pm

3 pm

4 pm

5 pm

6 pm

7 pm

8 pm

9 pm

The Colorado: The Film
KEYNOTE PROGRAM
7–9pm 
(HS)

Bob Phillips
Singer/Songwriter 
10:30–11:30am
(FP)

Kate MacLeod
Singer/Songwriter 
2–3:30pm
(FP)

Jessica Frogley and Carl 
Dede
Blues, Jazz, and Soul
4–5:30pm
(FP)

ESCALANTE LOCATIONS:
CC   Community Center
FH   Festival Hall
FP   Festival Plaza
FS Escalante Fire Station
HC  Escalante Heritage   
 Center
HS   Escalante High School
KK   Kiva Koffeehouse

MC Kazan Medical Center
PB 4th West Pub
PE   People’s Exchange
RH Rock House Studio
RS  Reiser Studio
SC Slot Canyons Inn
SF   Sculpted Furniture/  
 Pottery
SG  Serenidad Gallery

SH Historic Escalante   
 Showhouse
TP   Town Park
VC   Escalante Visitor Center
VI Vagabond Inn

BOULDER LOCATIONS:
AM  Anasazi State Park   
 Museum
BC Boulder Community   
 Center
BT Burr Trail Outpost 
HB Hell’s Backbone Grill
PP Pole’s Place Gallery
SM Scotty Mitchell Studio

Shiloh Rising
Eclectic American West 
noon–1:30pm
(FP)

Scott Richardson
SPEAKER
Monumental Dinosaurs
3:30–4:30pm
(VC)

Kit Frost
SPEAKER
The iPhone: So Much More  
Than a Selfie
11am–12:30pm 
(VC)

Matt Burke
Singer/Songwriter
8–11pm
(PB)

Interagency 
Park Rangers
HANDS on ART
Dinosaur  
Mask-making
3–4pm
(FP)

Paula McNeill
SPEAKER
Life and Works of 2018 Featured 
Artist: Shawn Miller, and Featured 
Vendor: Karen Rangitsch
1–2:30pm 
(VC)

Stained 
Antique Glass 
Studio
OPEN STUDIO
10am–5pm
(RH)

Best of Show
EXHIBIT
*Runs daily during business 
hours throughout festival
(MC)

The Tale of Two Towns
EXHIBIT
*Runs daily 8am–6pm  
throughout festival
(AM)

Bo Earls
DEMO
Flint Knapping
2–3pm
(FP)
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Saturday, Sept 29

8 am

9 am

10 am

11 am

noon

1 pm

2 pm

3 pm

4 pm

5 pm

6 pm

7 pm

8 pm

9 pm

Artist-in-
Residence
EXHIBIT
10am–6pm
(CC)

Quilts
EXHIBIT
10am–4pm
(PE)

Featured  
Artist
EXHIBIT
10am–6pm
(CC)

Featured  
Vendor
EXHIBIT
10am–6pm
(FH)

Plein Air 
Exhibit &  
Art Sale
10am–6pm
(CC)

Overflow  
Art Sales in 
the Tent
10am–6pm
(FP)

Plein Air Award Ceremony  
& Reception
6–8pm

Silent Auction closes: 6:30pm
Awards Presentation: 7pm
(CC)

Schedule at a Glance
All programming is free and open to the public 
unless otherwise noted.*

■	PLEIN AIR EVENTS AND EXHIBITS
■	DEMOS/WORKSHOPS/OPEN STUDIOS/
 HANDS ON ART
■	SPEAKER SERIES
■	ENTERTAINMENT
■	SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Sculptured 
Furniture/
Primitive 
Pottery
OPEN STUDIO
1–2pm
(SF)

Jill Simkins*
HANDS on ART
Mosaics
10am–noon
(FP)

Scotty Mitchell 
Studio
OPEN STUDIO
10am–1pm
and 2–5pm
(SM)

Bonnie 
Griffith*
HANDS on ART
Alcohol Inks on 
Tiles
2–4pm
(FP)

Interagency 
Park Rangers
HANDS on ART
Dinosaur  
Mask-making
12:30–1:30pm
(FP)

Walking Tour 
SPECIAL
PROGRAMS
10–11am
(PE)

Escalante
Fire Dept.
Breakfast 
SPECIAL
PROGRAMS
7–10am
(FS)

Bo Earls
DEMO
Flint Knapping
2–3pm
(VC)

Saturday, Sept 29 continued Sunday, Sept 30

8 am

9 am

10 am

11 am

noon

1 pm

2 pm

3 pm

4 pm

5 pm

6 pm

7 pm

8 pm

9 pm

Festival 
Finale 
Breakfast*
Last chance to 
purchase art!
9–11am
(KK)Salt Gulch  

All Stars
Eclectic Music
10:30–11:30am 
(FP)

Matt Burke
Singer/
Songwriter
noon–1:30pm
(FP)

David Gerald
Blues/R&B 
2–3:30pm
(FP)

No Strings
Musical Duo
4–5:30pm
(FP)

David Gerald + No Strings 
8:30–11:30pm 
(SH)

Women of Plein Air
Panel Discussion
SPECIAL PROGRAMS
9–10am
(CC)

Christa Sadler
SPEAKER
John Wesley Powell and an 
Understanding of the  
American West
1–2:30pm 
(VC)

Marsha Holland 
SPEAKER
Southern Utah Oral History 
Project: A Record of Living with 
the Land
3–4:30pm 
(VC)

Lyn Boyer*
WORKSHOP
Plein Air– 
The Joy of 
Observation!
9am–6pm
(VC)

ALSO
Monday,  
Oct. 1,  
9am–6pm
(VC)

Kevin  
Peterson*
HANDS on ART
Drum and Rattle 
Making
11am–4pm
(CC)

ESCALANTE LOCATIONS:
CC   Community Center
FH   Festival Hall
FP   Festival Plaza
FS Escalante Fire Station
HC  Escalante Heritage   
 Center
HS   Escalante High School
KK   Kiva Koffeehouse

MC Kazan Medical Center
PB 4th West Pub
PE   People’s Exchange
RH Rock House Studio
RS  Reiser Studio
SC Slot Canyons Inn
SF   Sculpted Furniture/  
 Pottery
SG  Serenidad Gallery

SH Historic Escalante   
 Showhouse
TP   Town Park
VC   Escalante Visitor Center
VI Vagabond Inn

BOULDER LOCATIONS:
AM  Anasazi State Park   
 Museum
BC Boulder Community   
 Center
BT Burr Trail Outpost 
HB Hell’s Backbone Grill
PP Pole’s Place Gallery
SM Scotty Mitchell Studio

Arts & Crafts
Fair
10am–6pm
(FP & FH)

Local & 
Vendor Goods 
& Services 
Silent Auction
10am–6pm
(bidding closes 
at 3 pm)
(FH)

Best of Show
EXHIBIT
*Runs daily during business 
hours throughout festival
(MC)

The Tale of Two Towns
EXHIBIT
*Runs daily 8am–6pm 
throughout festival
(AM)



Escalante Outfitters
Float-Werks (Escalante Paddle Board 

and Kayak Rental)
Jessica Frogley
Glen Canyon NHA
Griffin’s Grocery
Hell’s Backbone Grill
Heritage Natural Finishes
High Adventure Gas and ATVs
Kiva Koffeehouse
Made in Escalante
Moab Plein Air
Ruby’s Inn
Rising DT Ranch
Serenidad Gallery
Shooting Star RV Park
Skyhoopi
Subway
Torrey House Press
Wild Rivers Plein Air

SPECIAL THANKS
Carolyn Collings
Escalante City
Escalante Elementary and High 

Schools
Escalante Heritage Center
Escalante Historic Showhouse
Escalante Interagency Visitor Center 

Employees
Escalante Kazan Medical Center
Etched Magazine
Lisa & Bob Hartman
Charley Johnson
KNPR
KUER
Plein Air Magazine
Steve Roberts
South Central Communications
Southern Utah Independent 

Publishing
Southwest Art Magazine
Utah Public Radio

FOUNDING FUNDERS
Steve Roberts
The Family of Georgie Meinert
(Mark Austin & Page and Steve 

Witzdam)
Winnie Washburn and Harriet Priska
Kent Cottam
Arnold & Deon Alvey
Garfield County Commission &  

Travel Council
Gibbs Smith
The Ruess Family

COLORADO PLATEAU ($5000+)
Eccles Foundation
Garfield County Office of Tourism
Utah Office of Tourism

ESCALANTE CANYONS ($2500+)
Bob & Karin Simmons
Glen Canyon Natural History 

Association

AQUARIUS PLATEAU ($1000+)
Austin-Witzdam Builders, LLC
Escalante Outfitters/Waggoner Family
Grand Staircase–Escalante Partners
Mormon Pioneer Heritage Area
Steve Roberts
Ruthanne Oliver

GRAND STAIRCASE ($500+)
Circle D Motel & Eatery
Escalante Boulder Chamber of 

Commerce
Steve & Page Witzdam

KAIPAROWITS PLATEAU ($250+)
Garkane Energy
Bob & Lisa Hartman
Fred Kovol
Shooting Star RV Park
Jerry & Monica Taylor

CIRCLE CLIFFS ($100+)
Troy Anderson
Allysia Angus
Boulder Art Council
Boulder Mountain Lodge
Cottom’s Oil
Cowboy Country Inn
Escalante’s Grand Staircase Inn
Gael & Tom Hill
Sandy Larsen
John & Peggy Meisenbach
Jens & Kathy Munthe
Pole’s Place Motel
Rainbow Country Bed & Breakfast
Serenidad Gallery
Laura Smith
State Bank of Southern Utah
Paul & Catherine Thalmann
Joan Vitale
Michelle Weaver

GLEN CANYON ($50+)
Alan Day
Canyons Bed & Breakfast
Escalante Yurts
Panguitch Drugs
Prospector Inn
Joette Marie Rex
Mark & Vicki Saunto
Cate Vining

DONATIONS
A-Squared Design
Artisans Gallery
Boots Café
Bryce Valley Tours
Burr Trail Outpost
Canyon Country Lodge
Color Country Art Supply
Croft Remodeling
Driggs Digs Plein Air
Escalante Canyons Outdoors
Escalante Home Center
Escalante Mercantile

Funders, Donors, & Supporters

Many thanks to our generous and amazing funders, 
donors, volunteers and supporters.

The Escalante Canyons Art Festival is a program of Envision Escalante, a non-profit 501c3 organization that seeks to be a 
catalyst for a vibrant, self-sustaining community by encouraging an appreciation of the arts, working towards preserving the 
local heritage, and fostering community pride.


